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Army to put 19,000 E-4s
on fast track to promotion

Shortage of sergeants prompts move to simplify advancement eages

New miilitary food
is taster’s choice

Left: Kathy-Lynn
Evangelos, with the
Department of Defense
Combat Feeding
program, gives
soldiers a sample
Monday of new food
rations being tested
and implemented at
the 44th Signal
Battalion dining facility
in Mannheim,
Germany.

Far left, top: Some
new food rations and
supplements include
First Strike Rations,
power bars and
caffeine gum.

Far left, bottom: Many
of the cooks were
impressed with the
taste of the new Meals,
Ready to Eat.
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States

New York blackout: The blackout
that swept across eight states in the
summer of 2003 spread so fast there
was nothing operators of New York’s

electrical grid could do to stop it, accord-
ing to a report from the operators.

The New York Independent System Oper-
ator’s final report on the blackout concluded
that New York did not initiate or contribute
to the disturbance, echoing past comments
from the grid administrators.

The Aug. 14, 2003, blackout affected 6.7
million of New York’s 7.5 million customers,
with the New York metropolitan area hit
particularly hard. Investigators believe the
problems started in Ohio, but critics have
questioned whether there were adequate
safeguards in New York.

Brain-damaged woman: The parents of
Terri Schiavo asked a judge in Tampa, Fla.,
to allow the severely brain-damaged
woman to divorce her husband — even if
she dies — in one of a flurry of 11 new mo-
tions filed by the couple.

In the divorce motion filed Monday, Bob
and Mary Schindler accused Michael Schia-
vo of adultery and not acting in his wife’s
best interests. The Schindlers have less than
three weeks to find a way to keep their
daughter alive before her feeding tube is re-
moved.

“We have filed divorce proceedings be-
cause of (Schiavo’s) total disregard for Terri
as his wife,” Bob Schindler said. “He is mar-
ried to Terri, but he is living with another
woman and he has two children by her. It
has become quite obvious that his priorities
are not in Terri’s best interest.”

Botulism poisoning probe: A Florida doc-
tor who's recovering from botulism poison-
ing rolled a walker into court to face fraud
charges for allegedly buying and selling the
raw toxin in place of the wrinkle treatment
Botox.

Bach McComb is accused of paralyzing
himself and three others by injecting a po-
tent, unapproved form of the botulism poi-
son at an Oakland Park clinic last Novem-
ber instead of the costlier licensed drug.

McComb went to New Jersey for the
Thanksgiving holiday in November and was
hospitalized there, then returned to South
Florida to face the federal indictment.

World

British stabbing spree: A 29-year-old
man appeared in court by video link Tues-
day charged with murdering a man and at-
tempting to murder five other people in a
stabbing spree in north London.

Ismail Dogan, who is being held at Bel-
marsh high-security prison in southeast Lon-
don, appeared by video link at the Old

ey court. He was ordered to remain in
custody until his October trial.

Dogan, who is unemployed, is charged
with murdering Ernest Meads, 38, and injur-
ing the others during what appeared to be a
random series of attacks on Dec. 23. Police
didn't identify the other victims, four men
and a woman, who were all said to be in a
stable condition after the attacks.

Iran earthquake: In a near miraculous
case of survival, a 40-year-old man whose
house was destroyed by earthquake was
pulled out alive Tuesday after eight days
under the rubble, the official Islamic Repub-
lic News Agency reported.

Ahmad Habibzadeh was found unable to
speak under the ruins of his house in Zarand
in southeastern Iran. He was rushed to hos-
pital in Kerman province, the agency said.

“We reported him missing to rescue
teams, who went to his destroyed house and
began clearing the debris,” said Moham-
mad Khaki, a Zarand resident.

Sept. 11 suspect retrial: The United
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Prince Charles goes on tour: Britain’s Prince Charles meets Red Cross volunteers in Navala-
dy, Sri Lanka. The prince arrived in Sri Lanka early on Monday and visited various tsunami-
affected areas in the eastern coast before beginning a five-day, five-city whirlwind tour of
Australia. On Tuesday, he visited a Perth hospital where victims of the terrorist bombings in
Bali were treated in 2002.

States will provide more evidence for the re-
trial of the only Sept. 11 suspect ever con-
victed, rman government said in a let-
ter read in court Tuesday in Hamburg.

Mounir el Motassadeq, a 30-year-old Mo-
roccan, is being retried on more than 3,000
counts of accessory to murder and ‘member-
ship in a terrorist organization on suspicion
he provided logistical support for suicide hi-
Jjackers Mohamed Atta, Marwan al-Shehhi
and Ziad Jarrah.

He was convicted in 2003 on the same
charges and sentenced to the maximum 15
years, but an appeals court threw out the
conviction last year and ordered a retrial.
It ruled that he had been unfairly denied
testimony by key al-Qaida suspects in U.S.
custody.

Hostile Web site: Police have detained
two more Bahrainis for links to a banned In-
ternet forum that the government views as
hostile, a government official and a defense
lawyer said Tuesday.

Mohammed al-Mousawi and Hussein
Youssef were detained Monday night, said
lawyer Ahmed al-Arayed.

Their arrests came a day after the
founder-manager of the Web site, Ali Abdeli-
mam Mirza, was detained for 15 days.

State prosecutors have not issued a state-
ment on the three detentions, but a govern-
ment official confirmed them Tuesday. The
official spoke on customary condition of ano-
nymity.

Southern Thailand violence: The Thai
government has dropped a proposal to cut
off funding for southern villages considered
sympathetic to Muslim insurgents, an army
commander said Tuesday, following criti-
cism that the policy would only prompt fur-
ther violence in the area.

Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra an-
nounced the plan last month for so-called
“red zone” villages in the largely Muslim
provinces near Malaysia, over concerns the
development money could be used to buy
weapons to carry out attacks.

Iran’s uranium enrichment: U.S. support
for European diplomacy has improved the
chances of reaching a negotiated solution to
the dispute over Iran’s uranium enrichment
program, German Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder said Tuesday.

“My impression is that the chances of a
settlement have risen,” Schroeder said dur-
ing a visit to Kuwait, adding that the United
States is “clearly supporting the approach
of negotiations.”

ficials from Germany, Britain and

France have been meeting Iranian represen-
tatives in a bid to persuade the country to
abandon its enrichment of uranium — a pro-
cess that can produce fuel for nuclear reac-
tors or material for atomic weapons, depend-
ing on the level of enrichment.

Israel car bomb: An Islamic Jihad mili-
tant told Israeli interrogators his group
planned to detonate a large car bomb near
Israeli targets, security officials said Tues-
day, after troops discovered a vehicle
packed with half a ton of explosives in the
West Bank, the largest bomb found in four
years of fighting.

The militant, Jibril Zubeydi, is the broth-
er of a prominent militant leader in the
‘West Bank town of Jenin, Zakariye Zubeydi,
security officials said. Jibril Zubeydi, an Is-
lamic Jihad member, was arrested two
months ago.

The car bomb was discovered Monday
near Jenin. The vehicle was parked at a
junction near the town of Jenin and safely
detonated it in a controlled explosion, the
military said Tuesday.

Nepal rebels: Nepalese soldiers killed at
least 48 communist rebels and suffered four
deaths themselves in a battle in the coun-
try’s southwest, officials said Tuesday. It
was the fiercest clash since the king im-
posed emergency rule a month ago to focus
on stamping out the insurgency.

The fighting took place late Monday and
early Tuesday near the village of Moham-
madpur, about 350 miles southwest of Kat-
mandu, after soldiers went to the area to
clear trees and debris that rebels had used
to block a highway, police and army offi-
cials said.

Rebels hiding nearby threw a bomb at the
troops and opened fire, with soldiers quick-
ly taking positions and ﬁghtmg back, the offi-
cials said.

Tsunami_survivor: Celebrated tsunami
survivor “Baby 81" is headed to the United
States on Tuesday to appear on a television
program along with his parents, whose
weeks-long court battle to reclaim their
4-month-old boy touched people worldwide.

Murugupillai and Jenita Jeyarajah and
their baby, Abilass, are to appear on
ABC-TV’s “Good Morning America” pro-
gram this week and were granted expedited
visas by the U.S. Embassy, U.S. Consul Gen-
eral Marc Williams said.

“Millions of Americans will soon know
about this wonderful story of reunion in the
midst of so much tragedy after the tsuna-
mi,” Williams said in a statement.

Stories and photo from The Associated Press
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Group claims responsibility for Hillah attack

Web site statement purportedly
made by al-Zarqawi network

BY QASIM ABDUL-ZAHRA
The Associated Press

HILLAH, Iraq — An Internet
statement purportedly by Abu
Musab al-Zargawi’s al-Qaida in
Iraq group claimed responsibility
for the Hillah suicide bombing
that killed at least 125 people, the
single deadliest attack of its kind
since the fall of Saddam Hussein.

It did not mention a medical
clinic where the recruits had gath-
ered when the suicide car bomb-
er blew himself up, or a nearby
market where a number of people
were also killed.

It was not immediately possible
to verify the authenticity of the
statement. The claim, however,
was posted on the Web site that
has previously carried al-Qaida
statements. The statement was
also posted under the name of
Abu Maysara al-Traqi, the desig-
nated media coordinator of Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi, the leader of
al-Qaida in Iraq.

In Hillah, hundreds of people
inspected corpses at a hospital
morgue on Tuesday, trying to
identify friends and family who
died in a suicide bombing.

Babil province police said an-
other five people had succumbed
to their injuries, bringing the
number of people who died from
wounds to 10.

Hospital officials said more
than 141 others were wounded in

the blast, which targeted mostly
Shiite police and National Guard
recruits lined up for physical
exams at a medical clinic.

Monday’s bombing in Hillah
presented the boldest challenge
yetto Iraq’s efforts to build a secu-
rity force that can take over from
the Americans.

Provincial Gov. Walid al-Janabi
told reporters in Hillah that no fu-
neral procession would be held in
the city due to “security reasons.”
He did not elaborate, but police
said they feared new attacks.

More than 2,000 people held an
impromptu  demonstration on
front of the medical clinic where
the blast occurred.

They chanted “no to terrorism”
and “no to Baathism and Wah-
habism” and demanded that inter-
im Prime Minister Ayad Allawi
step down. They also carried ban-
ners reading “No to terrorism.”

Wahhabism is a reference to ad-
herents of the strict form of Sunni
Islam preached by Osama bin
Laden, while the Baath party was
the political organization that ran
Iraq under Saddam Hussein.

Police prevented people from
parking cars in front of the clinic
or the hospital, where authorities
blocked hospital gates with
barbed wire to stave off hundreds
of victims’ relatives desperate for
information on loved ones.

The explosion in Hillah, a large-
ly Shiite Muslim town about 60

Local residents look at the scene Monday after a suicide car bomber blasted a crowd of police and national
guards recruits as they gathered outside a clinic in Hillah, 60 miles south of Baghdad.

miles south of Baghdad, was so
powerful that the only thing re-
maining of the bomber’s car was
the twisted wreckage of the en-
gine block.

In Baghdad an Iraqi National
Guard major was killed in a road-
side bomb blast in the southern
Doura neighborhood, Interior
Ministry officials said.

Two unidentified corpses —

one beheaded, the other with its
hands tied — were found floating
in the Tigris River in Wasit, 60
miles south of Baghdad, morgue
officials in nearby Kut said.
Missing French journalist Flo-
rence Aubenas of the French
daily Liberation appeared on a
video pleading for help Tuesday,
her first appearance since she
‘went missing on Jan. 5. The video

was dropped at the offices of an in-
ternational news agency in Bagh-
dad. Tt was not possible to verify
the tape’s authenticity or when it
was made.

About 200 foreigners have been
abducted in Iraq in the past year.
At least 13 foreigners remain in
the hands of their captors, more
than 30 were killed and the rest
were freed or escaped.

Karzai seeks long-term ties with U.S.

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Afghanistan
and the United States will establish a
long-term military partnership and offi-
cials have already begun working out
the details, a spokesman for President
Hamid Karzai said Tuesday.

To consolidate the war-ravaged coun-
try’s fragile recovery from years of im-
poverishing conflict, “we do need a
long-term, strong and strategic partner-
ship with the United States,” presiden-
tial spokesman Jawed Ludin said at a
news conference.

“The question of what form that will
take is being worked on but it will, we be-

lieve, span over a broad range of spheres
including the economy, including poli-
tics, including military,” Ludin said.

Ludin declined to comment on a visit-
ing U.S. senator’s suggestion last week
that America needs permanent bases in
Afghanistan to secure its interests in
the region, which include Iran, nuclear
rivals Pakistan and India and oil-rich
Central Asia.

However, the spokesman said Karza-
i’'s government was optimistic it can
reach an agreement with U.S. officials.

Three years after driving out the Tali-
ban for harboring al-Qaida leader
Osama bin Laden, the American mili-
tary has about 17,000 troops in Afghani-
stan, many of the them deployed near

e mountainous Pakistani frontier.

1t also operates air bases at Bagram,
north of the capital, Kandahar in the
south and Jalalabad in the east,
equipped with helicopter gunships and
ground-attack aircraft.

Maj. Gen. Eric Olson, the No. 2 U.S.
commander in Afghanistan, said Fri-
day that he was concerned that Ameri-
can policy-makers will reduce that
force too soon, arguing that militants re-
main a grave threat to Karzai’s feeble
government.

However, he also said work was pro-
gressing on a new runway at Bagram
and that the sprawling Soviet-era base
“is a place where we see a long-term
presence of coalition and, frankly, U.S.
capabilities.”

Saddam’s lawyer

The Associated Press

TOKYO — A lawyer for Saddam
Hussein on Tuesday condemned plans
to try the former Iragi leader in a
U.S.-funded special court, saying it is il-
legitimate, and said that he and other
members of Saddam’s defense team
have been denied access to him.

Saddam and his 11 top lieutenants
have been held for months at an undis-
closed location, believed to be near the
Baghdad International Airport, west of
the capital. They appeared before the
Traqi Special Tribunal in July 2004 to

j| face preliminary
charges for their
activities  under
the former regime.
Saddam was
captured north of
aghdad in De-
cember 2003.
Ziad
al-Khasawneh,
who heads a com-
mittee set up to
provide Saddam’s
legal defense, said the special court
doesn’t meet the requirements for a

Saddam

Special court is illegitimate

fair and safe trial, and there were no
o try Saddam in the first

“We believe Saddam and his col-
leagues should not be tried by any
court,” he said at a news conference in
Tokyo, where he is trying to raise sup-

rt. “Whatever is built on illegality is
lllegal Everything after the occupation
— the temporary government, the elec-
tions — are illegitimate.”
asawneh said that under Iraqi
law, Saddam and his colleagues were
immune to criminal charges, and they
are thus not liable under international
law, either.

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Monday, at least 1,497 members of the U.S.
mlhlary have died since the beginning of the Iraq
war in March 2003, according to an Associated
Press count. At least 1,135 died as a result of hos-
tile action, according to the Defense Department.

The figures include four military civilians.

The AP count is 12 higher than the Defense De-
partment’s tally, last updated at 10 a.m. EST Mon-

day.

The British military has reported 86 deaths;
Italy, 20; Ukraine, 18; Poland, 17; Spain, 11; Bul-
garia, seven; Slovakia, three; Estonia, Thailand
and the Netherlands, two each; and Denmark, E1
Salvador, Hungary, Latvia and Kazakhstan one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President Bush de-
clared that major combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,359 U.S. military members have died,
accﬂrdmg to AP’s count. That includes at least
1,026 deaths resulting from hostile action, accord-
ing to the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by the military:

W Two U.S. soldiers died Monday in a vehicu-
lar accident near the town of Beiji, Iraq.

M One US. soldier died Sunday after being
shot while manning a traffic point in Baghdad.

B Two U.S. soldiers were killed Saturday by an
explosive and small arms attack in Baghdad.

The latest identifications reported by the mili-
tary:

[ ] Marme Lance Cpl. Andrew W. Nowackl, 24,
South Euclid, Ohio; killed Saturday in Iraq’s
Babil province; assigned to Marine Forces Re-
serves 2nd Battalion, 24th Marine Regiment, 4th
Marine Division, Erie, Pa.
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Connecting Iraqis in need with p

Troops assist meeting of leaders,
nongovernmental organizations

BY CHARLIE COON
Stars and Stripes

TIKRIT, Iraq — After a coun-
try and its people have been bat-
tered left and right, it is often non-
governmental organizations, or
NGOs, that ride in to the rescue.

But Iraq is neither a safe place
to ride nor an easy place to do busl-
ness, as was reinforced at
day’s New Dawn NGO Canerem:e

One thing seemed certain: Con-
necting the groups with money to
give and those who need help is
going to be a long, hard slog.

“The biggest thing we have to
do is moderate our expectations,”
said Spc. Matthew Saarima with
the 411th Civil Affairs Battalion.
“We have to start small and work
our way up.

“There is very little infrastruc-
ture, very little leadership and
very little confidence and opti-
mism. Those are all daily impedi-
ments to doing the job.”

About 125  representatives
from 70 organizations as well as
16 Iraqi leaders came to the con-
ference at Forward Operating
Base Danger in Tikrit.

The military also helped trans-
port attendees, flying some by he-
licopter from Baghdad, about 80
miles to the south.

There are a lot of needs in Iraq
that charities would like to ad-
dress, such as setting up schools
and clinics, treating sick people
and helping farmers grow crops.

“We are working in a country
that is trying to get its democratic
feet underneath it,” said Capt.
Tammie Perreault, operations of-

ficer for the 411th CAB, who
added that NGOs weren’t wel-
comed under Saddam Hussein’s
regime. “Look at how many peo-
ple who say, ‘T want o help the
people of this country.’

Tragis, she said, aren’t used to
working with outsiders to develop
useful programs.

One man, for example, came to
Sunday’s conference hoping to re-
ceive a new wheelchair. But the
conference was to build contacts
and generate ideas to work with
charities to outfit people with new
wheelchairs.

“There’s money out there, but
we’re not just going to give it to
you in a plastic bag; we’re hoping
people will get mingling and start
talking,” said Staff Sgt. Solita Pad-
more, also of the 411th CAB, an
Army Reserve unit with Task
Force Liberty, a Tikrit-based con-
glomerate of units under the 42nd
Infantry Division.

In other countries, charity
workers can come in and go right
to work. But many are scared to
come to Iraq.

“The problem is the NGOs did
not coordinate their work with
the administrative authorities,”
said Iraqi Maj. Gen. Abdullah
Hussein Mohammed, deputy gov-
ernor of Salah Ad Din province,
where Tikrit is located. “They
must coordinate with us and per-
mit us to support them with secu-
rity forces.”

There is also the issue of ap-
pearances. Some Iraqis and out-
side charities are sensitive about
working with the U.S. military, ac-
cording to A. Heather Coyne, the
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Lt. Col. Amir Adolphe A. Edward, foreground left, a semor Alr Force medical adviser, interprets as local Iraqi
of

leaders and

discuss ways in which charit

s can address

the needs of Iragis at a conference Sunday in Tikrit, Iraq. Behind Edward are, from left, Army Col. Joan

Sullivan, division surgeon for the 42nd Infantry Di

Mason of the 411th Civil Affai

Baghdad chief of the U.S. Insti-
tute for Peace, a U.S. government
organization that funds peace-re-
lated projects.

“It’s a tough environment and
the [U.S.] military is doing its
best to provide bridges so people
can have access [to charity),”
Coyne said. “But the people who
have the money to give are con-
cerned about the ‘association’
with the military.”

At Sunday’s conference, some
attendees sat off to the side and
grumbled.

“This conference is very far
from our needs, our goals,” Eman

Jabar Kathem of the Women’s
Rights Center for International
Friendship said through an inter-
preter. She noted that she is from
Hillah, far to the south, while the
Iraqi leaders in attendance repre-
sented only areas to the north.

Brig. Gen. Essay Abed Moham-
med, director of the Joint Coordi-
nation Center for Salah Al Din
province, said the conference’s
goals were too broad.

“It was a fantastic first step,”
he said through an interpreter.
“Everybody wants to make their
point.

“The next step needs to have

; and Sgt. Cruz Delacruz and Sgt. 1st Class Patrick
Battalion, U.S. Army Reserve.

very detailed, very specific com-
munication.”

Several groups broke off and
had deep discussions.

“It'll be a month or two down
the road before we start seeing
the fruits of this conference,” Per-
reault said. “The goal is to have
people reconnect after the event.”

Soldiers such as Saarima sound-
ed confident that progress was
slow but steady.

“At the end of the day, I have to
ask, ‘Did I get a little bit done?’ ”
he said. “If you did, then you're
happy.”

E-mail Charlie Coon at:
coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Duo readies for SETAF’s arrival in Afghanistan

BY RON JENSEN

Stars and Stripes

RAF HYTHE, England — All of the sol-
diers assigned to the Combat Equipment
Battalion-Hythe are in Afghanistan.

Both of them.

Lt. Col. Martin Binder and Chief War-
rant Officer 5 Cassandra Young arrived in
early January. Their job is to prepare sites
for putting armor on the Southern Europe-
an Task Force’s vehicles.

SETAF, from Vicenza, Italy, will soon
begin a yearlong deployment to Afghani-
stan.

In a telephone interview from Afghani-
stan, Binder told Stars and Stripes that con-
crete pads are being poured at Bagram Air
Base with the help of the 367th Engineer-
ing Battalion, already in place. The pads
will hold the shelters where maintenance
will be done.

“We will be putting on armor by 1
April,” he said. “That's when the majority
of SETAF vehicles will arrive.”

He said the effort would go on at
Bagram, Kandahar and Salerno.

“We've got to go where the warfighter
is,” said Binder, who added that 2,000 vehi-
cles of all types would eventually receive
armor in the shops.

Binder has a staff now of about 12 people
on the ground. That will grow to 30. An
Army Reserve unit from Minnesota will do
the actual armoring, he said, while his staff
handles the administrative chores.

The Combat Equipment Battal-
ion-Hythe includes only Binder and Young
as green-suiters. It also includes 200 Brit-
ish employees with various skills needed to
maintain the Army’s fleet of boats, the bat-
talion’s main job.

But, Binder said, his battalion is the only
one in the Army Materiel Command that
deploys.

“We deploy about 160 people a year,” he
said. “In order for the Army Materiel Com-

Courtesy of the U.S. Army
Soldiers prepare concrete pads at Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan, which will hold shelters
where vehicle maintenance will be done. The work is being completed ahead of the arrival
of the Vicenza, Italy-based Southern European Task Force.

mand to contribute to the fight, we've got
to be able to deploy forward.”

When Col. Xavier Lobeto, commander of
the U.S. Army Field Support Brigade-Eu-
rope in Seckenheim, Germany, gave Bind-
er the warning order in December, Binder
had little trouble filling out his roster, he
said.

“I'had 20 volunteers within 24 hours,” he
said. “These guys will deploy at the drop of
ahat”

The British employees will stay for 120
days or so before rotating home and being
replac

Alex Blincow is one of the volunteers,
He volunteered, he said, “to be a part of it.”

‘The importance of the mission was dem-
onstrated recently, he said, when an ar-
mored Humvee hit a land mine. A broken
arm was the most serious injury.

“If that been a soft-skin vehicle,
there would have been fatalities,” he said.

Mike Wilson, another volunteer employ-
ee fmm Hythe, said he raised his hand for
the mission as a way of paying back the
Army that has employed him for 24 years.

“I came here with an open mind. I didn’t
know what to expect,” he said. “We had to
start from scratc

Binder said the mission isn’t limited to
the armoring. He is preparing the site at
Bagram for continued general mainte-
nance of vehicles.

“Since the Army is going to have stay-be-
hind equipment in both Iraq and Afghani-
stan, the amount of abuse these vehicles
will take is monumental,” he said.

The shelters he is bulldmg now will pro-
vide cover for the maintenance of those ve-
hicles long after the armoring mission is
complete, he said.

Although the mission seems a long way
from maintaining the Army’s tugs and land-
ing craft, which is the battalion’s main
task, Binder said there’s a direct lmk

“Maintenance is maintenance,” he said.
“Customers are customers. They deserve
the best.”

E-mail Ron Jensen at: jensenr@mail estripes.osd.mil
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Under Secretary of State for Global Affairs Paula Dobriansky meets
reporters at the State Department in Washington on Monday to discuss
the State Department's 2004 Country Reports on Human Rights Prac-

tices.

U.S. report criticizes
[raqi government for
human rights abuse

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON —  Serious
human rights abuses occurred
under the interim Iragi govern-
ment installed by the United
States after the overthrow of Sadd-
am Hussein, including torture, il-
legal detention by police and
forced confessions, according to a
State Department report.

Though the interim govern-
ment did reverse “a long legacy
of serious human rights abuses”
under Saddam, the report said
that “corruption at all levels of
government remained a prob-
lem” during the period and Iragis
continued to be victimized by po-
lice, courts and others in authori-

Iraqi officials were correcting
these practices, the report said. It
said the January elections and
continuing struggle against insur-
gent violence had helped “create

momentum for the improvement
of human rights practices.”

The report, in which the State
Department assesses the state of
human rights around the world,
said that tens of thousands of peo-
ple across the world suffered last
year at the hands of repressive
governments, some of them —
like Iraq — friendly to the United
States.

The report, released Monday,
did not address incidents in Iraq
in which Americans were in-
volved, such as the abuse of pris-
oners at Abu Ghraib.

Overall, the findings were simi-
lar to those in three decades of an-
nual human rights reports to Con-
gress.

“Freedom and the ability to
choose one’s government still
elude many people and many por-
tions of the globe,” Undersecre-
tary of State Paula Dobriansky
said.

J-star general to probe
Gitmo abuse reports

BY FRANK GRIFFITHS
The Associated Press

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — The
U.S. military appointed a three-
star general to lead an investiga-
tion into abuse allegations at the
U.S. prison camp at Guantanamo
Bay, clearing the way for investi-
gators to question a two-star gen-
eral who once commanded the
camp.

Air Force Lt. Gen. Randall M.
Schmidt takes over for Brig. Gen.
John Furlow, according to the
US. Southern Command in
Miami, which oversees the camp
in eastern Cuba.

The move would allow Schmidt
to question Maj. Gen. Geoffrey D.
Miller, a two-star general who
commanded the camp during
many of the incidents detailed in

recently released FBI memos
that complain of “aggressive” in-
terrogation techniques. Miller
was in Guantanamo from Octo-
ber 2002 to March 2004 and was
sent there to get more informa-
tion from terror suspects.

U.S. military regulations re-
quire that an investigating officer
must outrank anyone who is inter-
viewed. Furlow requested that a
more senior officer be appointed.

Gen. Bantz J. Craddock, South-
ern Command’s commander, has
given until March 31 to complete
the investigation.

Corporals, specialists to
be put on promotion list

Army’s need for 1,500 more sergeants
prompts move to simplify advancement

BY LIsA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Army
has a shortage of active-duty ser-
geants and a plan to fix the prob-
lem.

On Thursday, 19,000 qualified
corporals and specialists will auto-
matically be placed on the promo-
tion list for sergeant, instead of
having to wait for a commander
to recommend them for advance-
ment to that rank.

Army leaders decided to
change the way soldiers reach the
noncommissioned officer ranks
because of a chronic shortage, ac-
cording to according to retired
bgl Maj. Gerald Purcell, the Ar-
my’s personnel policy integrator
for enlisted professional develop-
ment.

The Army currently needs
about 1,500 more sergeants from
31 specialties [see list].

Purcell said the reasons for the
sergeant shortage include an “in-
satiable appetite” for E-5s due to
the ongoing active-duty end-
strength increase of 30,000 sol-
diers.

At the same time, “the number
of eligible specialists who are on a
promotion  list
have dwindled to
the point where
we can'’t fill all the
sergeant require-
ments,”  Purcell
said Tuesday.

Advancement
through the pay
grades E-1 (pri-
vate) through E-4
(corporal or spe-
cialist) is automat-
ic, based on time
in service and
time in grade.

The Army also
has a minimum re-
quirement for pro-
motion to E-5, or
sergeant, and
entry into the
ranks of noncom-
missioned officers
or NCOs, who have leadership
roles.

That minimum is 48 months in
service and 12 months in grade,
and an absence of negatives in
their personnel record.

But until now, soldiers who
hoped to move to the E-5 level
also required a commander’s rec-
ommendation to go before a pro-
motions board of senior NCOs.

If the board approves the rec-
ommendation, soldiers are award-
ed points for a variety of skills

" The mini

&k The notion that
you have to be
fully ready to be
a sergeant is a
bad notion. ...if
that were true,
I'd never have
been promoted. ¥

Retired Sgt. Maj.
Gerald Purcell
The Army's personnel policy

integrator for enlisted
professional development

Retired Sgt. Maj. Gerald Purcell

the sergeant slots, whose number
varies each month and by Mili-
tary Occupational Specialty.

But commanders are recom-
‘mending only 10 percent of all eli-
gible soldiers, Purcell said.

The problem, he said, is that
many unit commanders believe
that soldiers should meet higher
standards than the Army’s mini-
mum before they are ready to as-
sume leadership

uties.

“The notion
that you have to
be fully ready to
be a sergeant is a
bad notion,” Pur-
cell said. “I'll tell
you, if that were
true, I'd never
have been promot-

The new policy,
which  begins
Thursday, “is real-
ly is a forcing
mechanism to get
soldiers in a pro-
motable status to
satisfy  require-
ments, but it
keeps the chain of
command fully in-
volved in that en-
tire process,” Pur-
cell said.

From now on, soldiers will auto-
matically be placed on the E-5
promotion list, with a score of 350
points, as long as they meet the

Who's eligible

These are the first Military
Occupation Specialties
(MOSs) affected by the Ar-
my’s change in promotion poli-
cy. The list is subject to
change on a monthly basis
(see below).

13F Fire support specialist

13W Field artillery meteoro-
logical crewmember

15Y AH-64D armament/
electrical/avionic systems re-
pairer (Aviation)

19D Cavalry scout

21C Bridge crewmember

21D Diver

21F Crane operator

21R Interior electrician

21U Topographic analyst

21W Carpentry and mason-
ry specialist

25B Information systems op-
erator-analyst Military Police:

31E  Internment/resettle-
‘ment specialist

37F Psychological opera-
tions specialist

46Q Public affairs specialist

45G Fire control repairer

63A Ml Abmms tank sys-
tem maint

63M Bradley fighting vehi-
cle system maintainer

74D Chemical operations
specialist

88K Watercraft operator

88M Motor transport opera-
tor

88N Transportation manage-
‘ment coordinator

89D Explosive ordnance dis-
posal specialist

92L Petroleum laboratory
specialist

92W Water treatment spe-
cialist

96B Intelligence analyst

96D Imagery analyst

96U Unmanned aerial vehi-
cle operator

97E Human intelligence col-
lector

98H Communications Inter-
ceptor/Locator

98K Signal collection/identi-
fication specialist

For the most current list, as
well as a list of current promo-
tion cut-off scores by military
occupational specialty, go to
https://www.perscomonline.

That means 19,000 active-duty
soldiers who otherwise would not
have been eligible for sergeant’s
stripes will go on the March list,
Purcell said.

But that does not mean those
19 ooo troops will get promoted.

The military that
most incidents detailed in the
FBI memos occurred in 2002
when the prison was just open-
ing, and that some of the interro-
gation techmques labeled as “ag-
gressive” are no longer in use.

and e

number of points a soldier needs
to qualify for promotion to E-5 is
350, while the maximum score is
800.

T‘he higher the total score, the
more likely an E-4 is to get one of

will get a
copy of the new list, and will have
15 days to strike any of their sol-
diers they believe should not be
promoted, Purcell said.

Even if they stay on the list,
those soldiers who made it auto-

lect/CsMar05.htm

Source: U.S. Army Human Resources
Command

matically are limited to 350
points, which in most MOSs is no-
where near enough to be competi-
tive, Purcell said.

But for MOSs with severe short-
ages, soldiers with 350 points
could be promoted.

E-mail Lisa Burgess at
burgessl@stripes.osd.mil
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Marine Corps may bump its max bonuses

Enlisted troops would get $5,000 more

BY JON R. ANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Marine Corps
is considering bumping up the maximum
bonuses it offers its enlisted troops by
$5,000, according to Marine Corps offi-
cials.

Under the Corps’ proposed plan, the
max bonuses for Marines would go up to
$35,000 for those in Zone A and $40,000 for
those in Zone B and C, each up $5, 000

Zone A covers those Marine: ing
their first contract following their mmal en-
listment.

Zone B includes those with 6 to 10 years

of active service, while Zone C covers Ma-
rines with 10 to 14 years of active service.

A final decision on the move isn’t expect-
ed until this summer and, if approved,
won’t go into effect until October, when the
new fiscal year begins, said 2nd Lt. Tom
Dolan, a Marine Corps spokesman.

The decision is made by the deputy com-
mandant for manpower and reserve af-
fairs.

The potential increase is still less than
the maximum standard re-enlistment bo-

nuses offered by the other services, which
max out at $60,000 as dictated by congres-
sional mandates.

Some bonuses for specialties are higher
still. Senior special forces troops can earn
as much as $150,000 for re-enlisting.

The idea behind the proposed increase is
tokeep up with base pay increases that are
causing some Marines to get stiffed in
bonus money, Dolan said.

Here’s how it breaks down:

An E-4, for example, with three to four

years in the Corps has a monthly base pay
of $1,787. If he re-enlists for four years in a
specialty receiving the Corps’ maximum
multiple of five, he’d get a bonus of
$35,742.

“Because the current Zone A maximum
is $30,000, this Marine misses out $5,742,
assuming he was in a tax-free zone,” said
Dolan. If the bonus is taxed, it would be at
the $30,000 maximum, lowering the total
cash in pocket to about $22,000.

“It makes little sense to offer a Marine a
multiple of five when he or she can’t re-
ceive the benefit of the higher multiple,”
said Dolan.

E-mail Jon R. Anderson at:
jon.anderson@stripes.osd.mil

Marines to add recruiters over next 2 years

SmartPay
cardholders
urged to watch
their accounts

BY LEO SHANE III

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — SmartPay travel
cardholders are being warned to
watch their accounts after Bank of
America lost data tapes with personal
information of about 900,000 federal
employees, Pentagon officials said.

Secret Service officials are investi-
gating the misplaced tapes, but only
began releasing details of the error in
the last few days because of security
concerns.

Bank representatives and Defense
Department officials do not believe
any of the information has been mis-
used thus far. The lost information i
cludes names, addresses and social se-
curity numbers of federal employees.

In a statement, Bank of America
spokeswoman Barbara Desoer said
the company deeply regrets the loss
of customer information, and “we
take our responsibilities for safe-
guarding it very seriously.

The company will not hold card-
holders liable for any unauthorized
use of their cards, though no such
abuse has been reported yet.

News reports had initially put the
number of employees affected at 1.2
million people. Individuals whose in-
formation was lost will receive a let-
ter from the company explaining the
situation and assuring customers they
are monitoring the situation.

The bank has set up a toll-free
phone number, (800) 493-8444, where
customers can ask additional ques-
tions. The company is recommending
that all affected cardholders watch
their travel accounts and credit re-
ports for unusual activity.

The company has agreed to make
free credit reports available to cus-
tomers upon request.

In a statement, Teresa McKay, the
Defense Department’s deputy chief fi-
nancial officer, echoed the bank’s ad-

vice.

“It’s always prudent for any card-
holder to monitor their monthly state-
ments and dispute any charges they
may question, and also it’s important
for all of us to get a credit report at
least once a year and look at the con-
tent of that report,” she said.

Pentagon officials said the DOD
contracts out about 1 million travel
cards annually to Bank of America,
and there are no current plans to
change that arrangement.

E-mail Leo Shane at: shanel@stripes.osd.mil

BY JON R. ANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Marine Corps will add recruiters to its
ranks over the next two years as those tasked with selling service in
the Corps face an increasingly tough mission, according to Marine
officials.

The plan will formalize unofficial increases to the recruiting
ranks over the past few years, said Recruiting Command spokes-
man Maj. Dave Griesmer.

Officially, the recruiting rolls will
go from 3,008 to 3,433 recruiters, he
said. But at any given time over the
past five years, the actual numbers of
recruiters has been closer to 3,300.

The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
have been a drain on the field. Assign-
ments managers in the Corps have
had to put orders for recruiting duty
for many Marines on hold as their
units have gotten orders for combat
duty. But Griesmer said the recruit-
ing rolls still are above 3,150 even
with that manpower drain.

“This is more of a than a big influx of ,” said
Griesmer. “It’s something we've been planning for about a year
now.”

Still, the influx comes as the Corps is struggling with meeting its
recruiting goals.

“What the recruiters are telling us is that they have to spend more

time with the parents,” Marine Corps commandant Gen. Michael

&k [Parents are] saying, ‘It’s not
maybe a bad idea to join the
Marine Corps, but why don’t you
consider it a year from now, or
two years from now. Let’s
think about this.” 99

Marine Corps commandant Gen. Michael Hagee

Hagee told reporters last week. “Parents have influence, and rightly
s0, on the decision these young men and woman are going to make.

“[Parents are] saying, ‘It's not maybe a bad idea to join the Ma-
rine Corps, but why don’t you consider it a year from now, or two
years from now. Let’s think about this.” ”

In January, recruiters — for the first time in years — failed to
meet their internal goals for signed new contracts, Griesmer said,
missing the mark by 2 percent, or 84 of the 3,270 volunteers they’d
hoped to sign up.

The Marines caution against reading
too much into the statistic, as a month-
ly goal can itself be changed, and is af-
fected by retention, retirements and a
host of other factors.

And recruiters exceeded the goal for
enlistees that actually shipped out to
basic training by roughly same
amount.

New recruits can ship out up to one
year after signing their enlistment con-

tract.

“It's tough out there. People are join-
ing during dangerous times,” said
Griesmer. “Parents are understand-
ably advising caution. But for every potential recruit that is con-
cerned, there also many ‘who come running in because of the danger
and sense of

The influx also comes as the Marine Corps looks to increase its
overall active-duty rosters from 175, 000 0 178,000 this year.

“That’s not a direct reason why we’re doing this, but it certainly
contributes,” said Griesmer.

E-mail Jon R. Anderson at: jon.anderson@stripes.osd.mil

Stuttgart school’s videos help deployed troops tuck in kids

BY BEN MURRAY
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany — For some par-
ents and their children, a nightly bedtime
story is a beloved ritual that suffers whenev-
er a military mom or dad is deployed down-
range.

No “Goodnight Moon,” or a reading of
“The Very Hungry Caterpillar,” before the
kids get tucked in.

But Stuttgart audio/visual teacher Walter
Fritz says it doesn’t have to be that way. Last
month, Fritz decided to use his department’s
high-tech equipment and his students’ exper-
tise to help solve the problem.

Parents preparing to deploy can now
record readings of bedtime stories in the
school’s studio and have them burned to
DVD, complete with visual effects and pic-
tures from the books, Fritz said. Kids can
then use the videos after parents deploy to
hear a story anytime they want, he said.

The program is similar to one implemented
last year in Wiirzburg as parents in the 1st In-
fantry Division prepared for a yearlong de-
ployment to Iraq, said Wiirzburg high school
teacher David Flom. He said about S0
Wiirzburg parents took advantage of the ser-
vice while it was available.

Fritz said his department has such a

ing tool.

Fritz said.

wealth of top-end equipment and talent
among the students that he felt he could
offer a similar service to the Stuttgart com-
munity, while gaining a valuable new teach-

“We want to see the connection between
the school and the community interlace,”

Eighth-grader
Samantha Roth,
13, dabbles in
some visual
effects on a con-
trol board in the
Patch High
School audio-
visual department
in Stuttgart,
Germany. The
department is the
school’s nerve
center for daily
broadcasts and
the creation of
the annual video

| vearbook.

BEN MURRAY
Stars and Stripes

The Sluttga[‘t students will also record and
send video messages from children or spous-
es to their deployed relatives, Fritz said. The
services are both offered free of charge and
can be used at any time during normal
school hours, he said.

E-mail Ben Murray

murrayb@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Army cooks get a taste of what’s coming

Food is getting tastier and more
technical for today’s warfighter

BY JESSICA INIGO

Stars and Stripes

MANNHEIM, Germany — The
Department of Defense Combat
Feeding program offered taste
testers Monday the newest indi-
vidual and unit
combat  rations
during a show-
case of the items
at  Mannheim’s
44th Signal Battal-
ion Dining Facili-

ty.

About 15 Army
cooks at Sullivan
Barracks ~ were
some of the first
soldiers to taste
the field-tested
and approved
food and see the
new technology
aimed at getting hot, nutritional
chow to warfighters in the most
remote areas.

“This is just a snapshot of some
of the cool things we’re working

&k This is just a
snapshot of some
of the cool things

we’re working
on for the
ighter.

Gerald A. Darsch
director of DOD's.
Combat Feeding

on for the warfighter,” Gerald A.
Darsch, director of Combat Feed-
ing, said while holding up an
adaptor for CamelBaks that boils
water straight out of the water
pouch. This simple addition pro-
vides hot water
for coffee and can
be put directly
into new zip-lock
drinking pouches.

During a mini
buffet of new
Meals, Ready to
Eat and Unitized
Group Rations,
many cooks said
they were im-
pressed with the
taste.

However, some
worried that the
new technology,
uch  as  the
UGR-Express — known as a
“kitchen in a carton,” would take
over their jobs. Darsch put the

cooks at ease, explaining that

RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Stripes

Department of Defense Combat Feeding program’s Kathy-Lynn Evangelos shows soldiers of the 44th Signal
Battalion in Mannheim, Germany, some of the new food rations being tested and implemented.

studies showed nothing in-
creased morale more in the field
than a hot cooked meal.

He said the kitchen in a carton
is designed for troops who are in
an area where a mobile kitchen
trailer cannot be established —

following positions:

= LAN/WAN Technician
* Information Technicians

ITT Industries

Engineered for life
Iraq

In anticipation of an upcoming contract award, ITT Systems, a Division of ITT Industries,
is seeking candidates for Command and Control positions. ITT Industries is a Fortune 500
company offering products and services in 41 countries. We are seeking personnel for the

A

ys
*  Radio Operator
+  ADPE Technician

pedes

Application Integrator

TCF Technician

Graphic Designer/Web Master
IMO Shift Lead

Translator Arabic/English

Digital Video Service Technician
Billing Clerk

Knowledge Management Manager
SATCOM/MW/VTC Technicians
Portal Engineer/Administrator

*  Document Librarian
Database Developer
Electrical Engineer
CAD Technician
HVAC Engineer

such as places where signal
troops deploy.

“Signal battalions sometimes
deploy to the most God-forsaken
locations. This is a way to get hot
chow to these warfighters,” Dar-
sch explained.

To heat a full meal for 18, a ser-
vicemember simply tugs a string.
A chemical reaction begins to
heat a couple of entrees, side dish-
es and a dessert. Serving spoons,
utensils, plates and condiments
make the kitchen in a carton com-
plete.

As more servicemembers no-
ticed the little buffet line at the
back of the chow hall, many di
cussed how the new flavors lin-
gered on thelr pallet.

Pfc. John Frye said the buffalo
chlcken strips were horrible; Sgt.
1st Class Frank Tucker disagreed
and said they were nice and
spicy. The veal Parmesan got
rave reviews by all who tried it.

“Nothing goes in or out of a ra-
tion unless it's warfighter tested
and warfighter approved,” said
Kathy-Lynn Evangelos who was
dishing out the new chow to the
troops.

It might be a year before the
troops start getting the new
items.

After trying little bits of each
meal displayed, Barry Montgom-
ery, a food service work leader at
the dining facility who was in the
Army for 10 years, said, “Soldiers
should be happy. 1 was always
hoping the MREs I ate while in
the Army tasted that good.”

What's being cooked
up in the laboratory

The Combat Feeding direc-
torate at the U.S. Army Soldier
Systems Center in Natick,
Mass., uses leading-edge tech-
nology to ensure troops’ feed-
ing requirements are met.
New products were displayed
Monday at the 44th Signal Bat-
talion Dining Facility in Mann-
heim, Germany.

Some of the new and devel-
oping products include:

B The First Strike Ration, a
compact, eat-on-the-move ra-
tion designed to be consumed
during the first 72 hours of a
conflict. The FSR substantially
reduces the weight a soldier
must — compared to
Meals, Ready to Eat — and en-
hances warfighter physical
performance. The ration fea-
tures carbohydrate- and vita-
min-enriched applesauce, en-
ergy gels and bars and caffein-
ated gum.

W Water purifying system
case, a small bag that soldiers
will be able to put nonpotable
water in and get fresh water
out.

M Electrochemical heaters
that convert the hydrogen gas
coming off MRE heaters to us-
able gas to recharge batteries.

= DRSN Technician -
= Collaborative Tools Administrator
* DMS Technician & Operator

* Process Manager

* Ouiside Plant Technician

Procurcment Specialist
Team Chief (Wire/Cable)
Install Technician

All positions require US citizenship and the ability to obtain a security clearance.
‘These positions offer an enhanced compensation package that includes the following:

+ Competitive Hourly Rates * Housing and Transportation Provided
* Hazard Premium *  Tour Completion Bonuses
*  Daily Living allowance +  Comprehensive Medical Coverage

Sign on Bonus

Interested Candidates should submit resumes to:
ITT Industries is an Equal Opportunity Employer, M/F/D/V

E-mail lessica Inigoat: = — Jessica Inigo

Air Force cadet guilty of smuggling steroids

AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. — An Air Force Academy cadet has
been found guilty of smugglmg steroids into the United States and dis-
tributing them to another cadet, but acquitted of more serious charges
that could have meant 66 years confinement.

Cadet First Class Eric M. Swartz also was found not guilty Saturday
of both introducing steroids with the intent to distribute and of ingest-
ing hallucinogenic mushrooms and huffing toxic vapors to get high.

Swartz was reprimanded and ordered to forfeit all pay and allowanc-
es. The case now will be reviewed by Academy superintendent Lt.
Gen. John Rosa before sentencing.

Swartz, a senior now pursuing a medical degree at a school in the
Caribbean, is one of two cadets convicted in a steroid investigation that
resulted in charges against five cadets. Two others, both athletes, were
acquitted. A fifth awaits court-martial.

Swartz’s lawyer, Richard Stevens, said he would first seek clemency
and then appeal the conviction.

From The Associated Press
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Lebanon prepares for a new government

BY SAM F. GHATTAS
The Associated Press

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Hun-
dreds of protesters blowing whis-
tles and chanting anti-Syrian slo-
gans returned to central Beirut
on Tuesday after forcing out the
pro-Damascus  prime
minister, and Lebanon’s
president sought candi-
dates for a new govern-
ment.

About 400 people
marched through down-
town demanding the res-
ignation of pro-Syrian
President Emile Lahoud
and the withdrawal of
Syrian soldiers. On Mon-
day, 25,000 flag-waving demon-
strators demanded — and got —
Prime Minister Omar Karami's
resignation.

“We will be here every day
until the last Syrian soldier with-
draws from our land,” one activ-
ist said through a loudspeaker.

The crowd, blowing whistles,
chanted back: “Freedom. Sover-
eignty. Independence.”

Opposition leaders — a diverse
group of Muslim, Druse and

Christians — were expected to
meet later Tuesday to chart their
course. It wasn’t clear if they
would seek to keep up the street
pressure or — as some have
urged — step back to work
through the political process to en-
sure a new government less tied

Syria keeps about 15,000
troops in Lebanon and all
key political decisions get a
stamp of approval from

Damascus.

to Damascus.

Elsewhere in the country,
shops, businesses and banks re-
opened after a one-day strike
Monday to protest the Feb. 14 as-
sassination of former prime minis-
ter and billionaire businessman
Rafik Hariri, whose killing was
the catalyst for the massive,
peaceful ~protests demanding
Syria release its military and polit-
ical hold on Lebanon.

Syria keeps about 15,000 troops
in Lebanon and all key political

decisions get a stamp of approval
from Damascus, but pressure
from Lebanese as well as from
abroad, including the United
States, has led to talk of a troop
withdrawal.

Ata conference in London, Sec-
retary of State Condoleezza Rice
and French Foreign Min-
ister Michel —Barnier
called for the withdrawal
of the Syrian troops.

“The Lebanese people
have very courageously
expressed their aspira-
tion for freedom, their as-
piration for a sovereign
Lebanon.

The Lebanese want to
be masters of their own state,”
Barnier said.

Rice called on Syria to imple-
ment last year’s UN. Security
Council Resolution 1559, which
she said “is very clear” that for-
eign interference in Lebanon
must end. “The Syrians are out of
step with where the region is
going,” she said.

Syria’s government has re-
mained silent about the rapidly
changing atmosphere in Beirut,

A Lebanese soldier in riot gear helps a fellow soldier Monday after he
fell along with opposition demonstrators during a protest against Syria
and the Lebanese government in Beirut, Lebanon.

the protests or the resignation.
Syria’s state-controlled = state
media reported the resignation
but did not mention the protests
against the pro-Syrian govern-
‘ment or show pictures on TV or in

newspapers of the massive pro-

Opposition leaders have de-
manded a neutral government to
organize parliamentary elections
this spring and to investigate Har-
iri’s murder.

Abbas condemns
Tel Aviv bombing

BY LARA SUKHTIAN
The Associated Press

LONDON — Palestinian leader
Mahmoud Abbas on Tuesday con-
demned last week’s suicide bomb-
ing in Tel Aviv and promised to
chase down and punish the perpe-
trators, calling them “saboteurs”
of peace.

Friday night's bombing killed
five people and shattered the rela-
tive calm following a Feb. 8
cease-fire declared by the Israeli
and Palestinian leaders. Responsi-
bility for the bombing was
claimed by the Islamic Jihad in

Syria.

Those responsible will face jus-
tice, Abbas said at the end of a
conference on Palestinian re-
forms here.

“We assure you that we have
begun taking a series of actions to
find out the saboteurs and those
responsible for this operation,

and are chasmg them down and
punishing then,” he said.

The group sponsoring the
2-year-old “road map” peace also
said the Palestinians leadershlp
should “bring to justice” those
who carried out the Tel Aviv at-
tack.

The peacemaking group, con-
sisting of the United Nations, Rus-
sia, the European Union and the
United States, also called on Isra-
el and the Palestinian Authority
to hold direct dialogue and negoti-
ation to push the peace process
forward and not let the current re-
vived momentum flag.

The statement from the Quar-
tet commended Israel’s planned
withdrawal from Gaza and parts
of the West Bank, but insisted it
‘must happen “in a manner consis-
tent with the road map” plan of
2003, which envisaged the estab-
lishment of a Palestinian state by
this year.

Brif

in’s Prime Minister Tony Blair, right, walks with Palestinian leader

Mahmoud Abbas before their talks in London’s Downing Street.

At the conference, Abbas
pledged to reform the tangled Pal-
estinian security forces — a goal
long sought by the international
community and considered vital
ahead of Israel's withdrawal
from the Gaza Strip and part of
the West Bank.

east nations.

moud Abbas during a

The Associated Press

Rice met privately with Palestinian leader Mah-
P:

Rice insists on Palestinian overhaul

States is prepared to work with partners in the re-
gion and around the world to realize this essential

LONDON — Secretary of State Condoleezza goal.”
Rice insisted on Tuesday that the Palestinians over-
haul their security system to counter terrorism
and attract help from the United States and Mid-

e-  since Rice

Rice also said that Army Lt. Gen. William Ward,
the U.S. general designated to monitor Israel-Pales-
tinian peace efforts, will soon relocate to the region.

Ward, who has been based in Europe, has made
one trip to Israel and Lhe Palestinian territories

last month.

curity and reform

lawlessness effectively,”

“The Palestinian Authority needs to reform its
security institutions in order to fight terrorism and
she said.

Rice also scheduled a meeung Tuesday Wllh Ca—
d US.

“The most important message
is our complete readiness to exert
100 percent effort in the domain
of security,” Abbas said. “To that
end, we deployed our troops on
the ground and we took a final de-
cision concerning the wnsollda—
tion of the security agencies.”

But Israeli Foreign Minister Sil-
van Shalom, interviewed by tele-
phone by Israeli Army Radio
from Hungary, said promises are
not enough.

“I'm very sorry about the hesi-
tations the Palestinian leadership
still has regarding their need to
fight terrorism,” Shalom said.

“As long as they do not take the
strategic decision to dismantle
the terrorist infrastructure, we
cannot make real progress to-
ward peace,” he said.

The one-day event, hosted by
Britain, brought together interna-
tional figures, from Secretary of
State Ce Rice and Unit-

nadian

“The United

() R o (G s 6 i et e
anti-ballistic missile shield program.

ed Nations Secretary General
Kofi Annan to senior Arab and
European figures.

Vatican:
Pope able
to speak

BY BRIAN MURPHY

The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — Pope John
Paul I managed to speak in two
languages with a top Vatican offi-
cial Tuesday in the first clear sign
the pontiff was regaining his
voice after throat surgery.

The meeting with Cardinal Jo-
seph Ratzinger reinforced Vati-
can  statements that the
84-year-old pope was making
strides through vocal and respira-
tory therapy less than a week
after receiving a breathing tube.

It also sent a message that John
Paul may remain fully engaged in
important church affairs from his
10th-floor suite at Rome’s Gemel-
1i Polyclinic hospital.

“The pope spoke with me in
German and in Italian,” said Ratz-
inger, a German who runs a pow-
erful Vatican office that deals
with issues of Roman Catholic
doctrine. “I am happy to say that
the Holy Father is fully alert men-
tally and also able to say the es-
sential things with his voice.”

Ratzinger did not elaborate on
what the pope said or how long he
spoke, but his rare meeting with
reporters strengthened the image
the Vatican is putting forward:
The pope is rebounding and re-
mains in control.

“He is well. His condition is im-
proving,”  papal  spokesman
Joaquin Navarro-Valls told re-
porters at the hospital.
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Japan wants astronauts on moon by 2025

Agency plans to establish manned lunar base

BY AIKO HAYASHI
The Associated Press

TOKYO — Joining a swelling group of
countries shooting for the moon, Japan is
considering a plan to establish a manned
lunar base by 2025, officials said Tuesday.

Officials at Japan’s space agency, JAXA,
confirmed the mission was under consider-
ation, but said the plan is still being fleshed
out and has yet to be formally accepted. A
report outlining the plan is expected to be
submitted to the government later this
month or in early April.

“The building of a manned moon base is
part of our long-term plan, looking to about
20 years from now,” said Hisashi Dobashi,
a JAXA official.

“We believe if we keep developing ou
technologies, a manned space mission wlll
be possible.”

If approved, the mission would mark a
major change of direction for Japan's
space program, which has for decades fo-
cused on unmanned, scientific probes.

It also would up the ante in an increasing-
ly heated space race in Asia.

Both China and India have announced
moon missions, and President Bush has
proclaimed that the United States will re-
turn to the moon in the next decade or so
and will try to send astronauts to Mars as
well.

Dobashi refused to discuss details of the
plan, which would require a huge influx of
funds. JAXA now has a yearly budget of
about $2 billion — compared with NASA’s
$16.2 billion.

According to a report Monday in the
Mainichi Shimbun, a major newspaper,

Japan's H-2A rocket with multipurpose satellite payload spews smoke as it lifts off ata
launch pad in Tanegashima Space Center in Tanegashima, southern Japan, on Saturday.
JAXA hopes to develop a robot to conduct  search base on the moon and design a reus-
probes on the moon by 2010, then begin able manned space vessel like the U.S.
constructing a solar-powered manned re-  space shuttle by 2025.

Clinton: Tsunami-hit coasts could take four years to rebuild

BY YEOH EN-LAI

The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia —
Asian coastlines ravaged by the
tsunami will take up to four years
to rebuild, former President Bill
Clinton said Tuesday, as Indone-
sian officials announced it could
be another six months before a

draft recovery plan is even fin-
ished.

Clinton, who recently traveled
with another former president,
George H.W. Bush, to countries
that suffered damage in the tsuna-
mi, said hardest-hit Indonesia
and Sri Lanka would take the long-
est to recover.

“I think the long-term rebuild-

ing is challenging,” Clinton said
during an official stop in Sin-
gapore. “It would cost a lot of
money and we've got to be pre-
pared for at least three to four
years.”

Channel News Asia, a televi-
sion news station in Singapore,
quoted Clinton — who is helping
to lead the private American re-

lief effort and will soon become
the United Nations envoy for tsu-
nami relief — as saying Monday
that countries that gave assis-
tance to tsunami survivors must
be prepared to do more.

At least 172,000 people died in
the tsunami, and at least 125,000
are missing and presumed dead.
Most of the victims were in Indo-

nesia’s Aceh province.

In Indonesia, a long-awaited
master plan to rebuild the tsuna-
mi-shattered province of Aceh
could take another six months to
draft, a government official said.

Once the blueprint has been ap-
proved, only then will the rebuild-
ing begin, said Governor Azwar
Abubakar.

Message for our men and women in uniform...

WE ARE PROUD OF YOU!

From coast to coast, thousands of Americans

are grateful for what you do'and want to show you
that they care. To see the actions and m

of support from these groups and individuals from
“all across America, visit wwistripes.com,

This is just a small token of appreciation, a way to say..

AMERICA
SUPPORTS \
“YOU -
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Please visit the site at
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submit your own thank you nores
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U.N. discusses sex abuse allegations

Proposal would try accused peacekeepers in country where complaint was filed

BY NICK WADHAMS
The Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — A United Nations re-
port on sex abuse by U.N. peacekeepers will
propose that suspects face court-martial in
the country where the allegations against
them were made, a U.N. official said.

The idea is one of several being put forward
as the world body confronts widespread alle-
gations the U.N. peacekeepers in Congo and
elsewhere had exploited the very peaple they
were meant to protect.

They are accused off committed sexual
crimes that include raping children, some as
young as 13, and hiring prostitutes.

Currently, UN. accused of

vestigation into the problem and met with

. member states on stopping peacekeep-
ers from committing sex-
ual abuse. A report with
his findings is scheduled
tobe released in the com-
ing days.

According to the pro-
posal in Zeid’s report, sol-
diers accused of wrongdo-
ing would not be allowed
to return home. Instead,
they would be tried in a
court-martial conducted
by their own military, but

in the country where the Annan

wrongdoing are sent home to be dealt with by
their own government authorities. Often, they
are never punished.

For the last few months, Jordan’s U.N. Am-
bassador Prince Zeid al Hussein has led an in-

the U.N. official said on c‘ﬂnditjnn of anonymi-

ty.

The official said the proposal would enable
the United Nations to do something it should
have done a long time ago — fix the system for

holding U.N. peacekeepers accountable.

Allegations of sex abuse and other crimes
have dogged U.N. peacekeeping missions al-
most since their inception in 1948. The United
Nations now has a binding code of conduct
under which peacekeepers are banned from
engaging in sex with girls younger than 18.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan addressed
the problem Monday, saying the U.N. would
not tolerate sexual exploitation.

“We are taking very firm measures —
changing some of the commanders, some of
the civilian staff have been disciplined — and
we've come up with very strict instructions
that they should not fraternize the way they
have done in the past,” he said.

Ultimately, nations themselves are responsi-
ble for their soldiers’ behavior. It has been
tough to crack down because the United Na-
tions doesn’t want to offend the relatively
small number of countries willing to provide
peacekeepers.

EU health chief unveils

anti-smoking campaign -

BY RAF CASERT

The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — The
European Union health chief, a
former cigarette addict, launched
a anti-tobacco drive Tuesday tar-
geted at keeping youngsters from
lighting up and

helping  others . death in the EU.
kick the habit. Tobacco is the  The Commission
EU Health . said it accounts for
Commissioner single largest 15 percent of
Markos  Kypri- I, deaths and 25 per-
anou also said he cause of cent of carlx’cer
wanted other EU D0 deaths.
nationstojomnTre- ¢ voidable death Kyprianou
land, Italy and in the wants more mem-
Malta_ in ,bam‘“?g _ . ber states to resist
smoking in public 25-nation opposition  from
places. ) e tobacco lobby
Kyprianou said European and ban smoking
the new cam- . in workplaces, res-
paign — “HELP: Union. taurants and other

For a life without
tobacco” — would complement
other drives to counter smoking,
which he blamed for 650,000
deaths annually across the 25-na-
tion EU.

Kyprianou, a Cypriot, was a
heavy smoker until 15 years ago.

Giving up at 30, he said, was
more difficult than becoming a
parliamentarian, minister, or EU
Commissioner.

After quitting “I felt so sick for
the week after that, and that is
what really scared me. That is

what really convinced me that I
must have been doing something
wrong these past years,” he said.
The EU head office also wants
governments to put horrific pic-
tures on cigarette packs to fright-

en smokers into quitting.
Tobacco is the single largest
cause of avoidable

public buildings.
The HELP campaign will be
targeted at teenagers and twen-
ty-somethings, ages where people
might still be prevented from
picking up the habit.
Eighty-percent of _smokers
have picked up the habit in their
teenage years, Kyprianou said.

e EU is in a contradictory sit-
uation since it is still subsidizing
farmers about produce tobacco.
Kyprianou said it was a situation
he wanted to end, but understood
farmers need time to ease into
other crops.

|

5 W —

A man walks under an inflatable anti-smoking banner Tuesday at
Schuman Square in Brussels. The European Union announced a new
campaign to urge its citizens to stay away from smoking.

China protests rights report

BEIJING — China on Tuesday condemned
a State Department report criticizing
Beijing’s human rights record, saying the re-
view was a blow to relations between the
countries.

“The United States should stop using dou-
ble standards on human rights and stop inter-
fering in the internal politics of China under
the pretext of human rights.”

The report said China continued to commit
abuses, especially dissidents and petitioners.

Hippo kills tourist in Kenya
NAIVASHA, Kenya — An Australian tour-

ist was killed by a hippopotamus at a popular
resort in central Kenya, police said Tuesday.

Simon Kiragu, the regional police chief,
said the victim was with a group of 12 tour-
ists at Lake Naivasha on Monday night when
the hippo attacked. Hippos kill more people
every year in Africa than any other wild ani-
mal.

Germany’s unemployment woes

BERLIN — German unemployment rose
to a new post-World War II record in Febru-
ary as the number of people without work
climbed above 5.2 million, according to gov-
ernment figures released Tuesday.

‘The jobless figure in Europe’s largest econ-
omy hit a new record for the second straight

month as a new benefit system that was intro-
duced Jan. 1 once again swelled the ranks of
the registered unemployed.

Cold spell grips Spain

MADRID, Spain — At least five flights
were canceled at Barcelona’s airport Tues-
day and dozens of others were delayed as a
cold snap, with temperatures_dipping to
minus 4 Fahrenheit in parts, gripped much
of Spain.

Overnight, hundreds of stranded drivers
abandoned their cars and were taken to shel-
ters by ambulance and police four-wheel
drive vehicles as snow blocked the A-92 high-
way near the southern city of Granada.

From The Associated Press

Interpol:
Bioterror
is biggest
threat

BY JOCELYN GECKER
The Associated Press

LYON, France — Interpol sound-
ed an “urgent” warning Tuesday
that bioterrorism is the world’s
greatest security threat and that
police across the globe are
ill-equipped to handle an attack.

At a meeting hosted by the glo-
bal police agency, Interpol, police
and security officials shied from
publicly detailing  specific
threats, but warned that al-Qaida
has clearly stated its intention to
use biological weapons and that
Iraq has become the breeding
ground for terrorist groups.

“There is no criminal threat
with greater potential danger to
all countries, regions and people
in the world than the threat of bio-
terrorism,”  Interpol  Secre-
tary-General Ronald K. Noble
said in opening remarks.

“And there is no crime area
where the police generally have
as little training than in prevent-
ing — or responding to — bioter-
rorist attacks,” Noble added.

More than 500 police and coun-
terterrorism officials from 155
countries flew into Lyon for the
conference, boldly titled, “Pre-
venting Bioterrorism” — making
it what Noble called “the largest
meeting of police ever.” Interpol
is based in the southeastern city
of Lyon.

“The threat of bioterrorism is
real,” Noble said, noting al-Qaida
has posted how-to instructions for
making biological weapons on the
Internet and has stated its inten-
tion of using biological or terror
weapons for mass murder.

During the two-day meeting,
police will examine past attacks,
including the anthrax scare that
shook the United States after the
Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks and
the 1995 sarin attacks in the
Tokyo subway. Talks will also
focus on how to better prevent
and prepare for threats and train-
ing police to handle them.

Senior officials were expected
from the New York Police Depart-
ment, the U.S. Postal Service,
London’s  Metropolitan ~Police
and from around the world, in-
cluding Canada, Malaysia, “Sin-
gapore and South Africa.

French Foreign Minister Domin-
ique de Villepin proposed creating
an international monitoring center
— that could be linked to the Unit-
ed Nations and based in France —
for monitoring bioterrorist risks
and suspicious materials.

Casipuiies Tanks Sucka d Uiacuner
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High court nixes death penalty for juveniles

Says practice violates Eighth Amendment, overturning 72 sentences nationwide

BY HOPE YEN
The Associated Press

‘WASHINGTON — A closely divided Su-
preme Court ruled Tuesday that it's uncon-
stitutional to execute juvenile killers, end-
ing a practice in 19 states that has been
roundly condemned by many of America’s

closest allies.

The 5-4 decision throws out the death
sentences of 72 murderers who were
under 18 when they committed their
crimes and bars states from seeking to exe-

cute minors for future crimes.

The executions, the court said, violate
the Eighth Amendment ban on cruel and  ed.

unusual punishment.

“The age of 18 is the point where society
draws the line for many purposes between
childhood and adulthood. It is, we con-
clude, the age at which the line for death el-

igibility ought to rest,” Justice Anthony

Kennedy wrote.

The ruling continues the court’s practice
of narrowing the scope of the death penal-

er when they com-
mitted their crimes
were outlawed in
1988. Three years
ago justices banned
death sentences for
the mentally retard-

Tuesday’s ruling

17-year-olds eligible for execution.

put to death since the

were juveniles when they
committed their crimes.

Juvenile offenders have been put to
death in recent years in only a few other

countries, including Iran, Pakistan, China
and Saudi Arabia. Kennedy cited interna-
tional opposmon to the practice.

“It is proper that we acknowledge the

ty, which justices overwhelming

reinstated in 1976. " weight of interna-
Executions  for  lwenty-two of the people  tional opinion
those 15 and young- against the juve-

nile death penalty,

i & 1PINC resting in large
United States mzn:s tated part on the under.
the death penalty in 1976  standingthat thein-

stability and emo-

young people may
often be a faclor in
the crime,” he

prevents states from making 16- and wrote.

Kennedy noted most states don’t allow
the execution of juvenile killers and those
that do use the penalty infrequently. The

tional imbalance of

trend, he said, is to abolish the practice be-
cause “our society views juveniles ... as cat-
egorically less culpable than the average
criminal.”

In a dissent, Justice Antonin Scalia dis-
puted that there is a trend and chastised
his colleagues for taking power from the
states.

“The court says in so many words that
what our people’s laws say about the issue
does not, in the last analysis, matter: ‘In the
end our own judgment will be brought to
bear on the question of the acceptability of
the death penalty,” ” he wrote.

The Supreme Court has permitted states
to impose capital punishment since 1976.
Twenty-two of the people put to death
since then were juveniles when they com-
mitted their crimes. Texas executed the
most, 13, and also has the most on death
row now —

Groups sue
Rumsfeld
over torture
scandal

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON Two
human rights groups filed a
lawsuit Tuesday against De-
fense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld on behalf of eight
men allegedly tortured by U.S.
forces in Iraq and Afghanistan.

“Rumsfeld bears direct re-
sponsibility” because he “per-
sonally signed off” on policies
guiding prisoner treatment,
said American Civil Liberties
Union Executive Director An-
thony Romero.

A number of other lawsuits
also are pending against Rums-
feld, military commanders
and civilian contractors in the
abuse scandal, which broke
last spring with the disclosure
of photographs showing Ameri-
can military men and women
abusing prisoners at Iraq’s

Intel: Bin Laden, al-Zarqawi plan U.S. attacks

Osama bin Laden

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Osama bin Laden is en-
listing his top operative in Iraq, Abu Musab
al-Zarqawi, to plan potential attacks on the
United States, U.S. intelligence indicates.

Al-Zarqawi, who rivals bin Laden as the na-
tion’s public enemy No. 1, has been involved
in attacks in the Middle East but has not been
known before to have set his sights on the
United States.

The Homeland Security Department is-
sued a classified bulletin to officials over the
weekend about the intelligence, which
spokesman Brian Roehrkasse described Mon-
day as “credible but not specific.”

The intelligence was obtained over the past
several weeks, officials said.

The United States has no immediate plans
to raise its national terror alert level, Roe-
hrkasse said. However, the intelligence “reit-
erates the desire by al- Qalda and its associ-
ates to target the homeland,” he said.

Bin Laden was in contact with al-Zarqawi
within the past two months in an effort to en-
list him in attacks, a U.S. official said on con-
dition of anonymity

Al-Zarqawi is blamed for scores of attacks
in Iraq and pledged allegiance to bin Laden

and the al-Qaida network last year. Yet he
has had differences with bin Laden, and his
efforts are considered somewhat distinct
from central al-Qaida operations.

Another administration official with access
to the Homeland Security Department’s bul-
letin said the intelli-
gence indicates that
al-Qaida has continued
to encourage al-Zar-
qawi, who was born in
Jordan, to get involved
in terrorist  actions
against Americans out-
side of Iraq — including
in the United States.

In October, al-Zarqawi
made a first-ever pledge
of loyalty to bin Laden,
by posting a message on

a Web site. At the time,
U.S. officials belleved al-Zargawi was hoping
to appeal to a larger audience.

In January 2004, Kurdish forces in North-
ern Iraq detained one courier, Hassan Ghul,
who was carrying a letter written by al-Zar-
gawi to bin Laden. In it, al-Zargawi proposed
trying to start a civil war between Iraq’s
Sunni and Shiite Muslims.

al-Zarqawi

Abu Ghraib prison.
Ata i news con-
ference, the ACLU and

Human Rights First said the
suit was filed in Rumsfeld’s
home state of Illinois and al-
leged the eight men suffered
physical and psychological in-
juries while incarcerated in
U.S. detention facilities in Iraq
and Afghanistan. It alleged
that they were subjected to tor-
ture and other cruel and de-
grading treatment.

Federal judge’s family killed

CHICAGO — A federal judge who was once
the target of a failed murder plot by a white su-
premacist found two bodies in a pool of blood
in her basement, and a source said the victims
were her husband and her mother.

US. District Judge Joan Humphrey
Lefkow, 61, found the bodies Monday when
she returned home from work, police spokes-
man Pat Camden said.Authorities gave no in-
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dication that the deaths were related to the
judge’s involvement in the case of white su-
premacist Matthew Hale, who was convicted
in 2004 of soliciting an FBI informant to kill
her.

Judge: Charge or free Padilla

COLUMBIA, S.C. — In a stinging rebuke to
the Bush administration, a federal judge ruled
the case of “dirty bomb” suspect Jose Padilla
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is a matter for law enforcement — not the mili-
tary — and ordered the government to charge
him or let him go.

Padilla’s more than 2Y: years in custody,
‘most of it spent in a Navy brig, don’t seem clos-
er to an end, however, because Justice Depart-
ment spokesman John Nowacki said the gov-
ernment will appeal.

The government views Padilla as a militant
who planned attacks on the United States.

From The Assocaited Press
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Jackson’s defense
opens with attacks
on evidence, family

BY TIM MOLLOY

tim, now 15, and his brother as
while at Jackson’s

The Press

SANTA MARIA, Calif. — Au-
thorities investigating allegations
of child molestation against
Michael Jackson found no DNA
from his accuser when they
searched the pop star’s bedroom,
his attorney told

Neverland ranch, where the mo-
lestation allegedly occurred.

The attorney said the mother
was using the criminal charges to
build a civil case in order to get a
financial payoff.

Mesereau said the woman’s at-

torney,

the jury Tues-
d

ay.
The lack of
such  evidence

Trial re-enactments
LOS ANGELES — The start

Larry
Feldman, had a
lunch with CNN
program  host
Larry King dur-

shows the moles-
tation claims are
false, Thomas
Mesereau  Jr.
said as he contin-
ued an opening
statement coun-

of the Michael Jackson trial
also means the start of the
Michael Jackson trial, the TV
version.

With cameras banned from
the courtroom where Jackson
is being tried on molestation

ing which Feld-
man said of the
woman, “She
wants money.”
Feldman also
represented a
boy who ac-

tering the case | charges, E! Entertainment | cused Jackson
laid out by Dis- | Television will re-enact high- | of molestation
trict  Attorney | lights of the previous day begin- | in 1993. That
Tom Sneddon on | ning Tuesday. boy received a
Monday. Studio A at the Wilshire Bou- | multimil-

The trial was | levard headquarters of E! has | lion-dollar set-
expected to | been turned into a courtroom | tlement from
move into testi- | in which actors, including Ed- | Jackson and no
mony laterin the | ward Moss as Jackson, will | charges were
day, with the | play outabout 15 daily minutes med in that mat-
prosecution call- | of the trial.
ing British jour- — The Associated Press The defense
nalist ~ Martin rney also ad-

Bashir. He made the documenta-
ry “Living With Michael Jack-
son,” in which Jackson held
hands with the then-13-year-old
boy who eventually accused him
and in which the pop star said he
let children sleep in his bed.

Bashir, who has fought the pros-
ecution’s plan to put him on the
stand, arrived at court accompa-
nied by lawyers.

Mesereau also attacked the
credibility of the accuser’s moth-
er and depicted the alleged vic-

dressed allegatjnns that Jackson
showed sexually explicit images
and gave alcohol to his accuser
and his brother.

Mesereau said the children
were sometimes “out of control”
at Neverland and read Jackson’s
magazines and broke into his alco-
hol without his permission.

“Mr. Jackson will freely admit
that he does read girlic maga-
zines from time to time,”
Mesereau said. “He absolutely
does not show them to children.”

Millionaire pilot Fossett
tries to set a new record

The Associated Press

SALINA, Kan. — Millionaire
pilot Steve Fossett, already the
first person to circle the globe by
himself in a balloon, reported lit-
tle turbulence Tuesday as he
crossed over northern Africa in
his attempt to become the first to
complete a nonstop, solo airplane
flight around the world.

“At this time everything is
going very well, I'm very happy
with the situation and I think
we've got a good chance,” Fossett
said in his last call from the plane,
according to his Web site.

Fossett, 60, took off on his solo
venture Monday and hoped to
complete the trip Thursday. Trav-
eling at about 390 mph, he was fly-
ing at nearly 45,000 feet Tuesday
morning and was expected to
climb to 47,000, his Web site said.

Now, Fossett’s biggest challeng-
es are staying on course — and
awake — during the 66-hour jour-
ney in the experimental Glo-
balFlyer.

He also has to stave off hunger;
he planned to survive the trip by
slurping diet milkshakes.

Fossett launched his single-en-
gine jet from the Salina Munici-
pal Airport on Monday evening.

“It was obviously an emotional
moment and
the most dan-
gerous part

tic  founder
Sir Richard
Branson,

who  fi-
nanced  the
venture. “It

Fossett

when it actually came off the
ind.”

Besides being the first to fly
solo nonstop around the world,
Fossett will attempt to break
seven other aviation records, in-
cluding the longest flight by a jet
airer:

Snow falls on
the bronze
statue
“Waiting” by
J. Seward
Johnson Jr. on
Front Street in
Harrisburg, Pa.,
on Monday.
March’s first
snowstorm

New England on
Tuesday.
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Big snow has little impact

The Associated Press

School breaks in New Hampshire, a state holiday
in Vermont and warnings to stay home in Maine
helped northern New England welcome March’s
first snowstorm with relatively little distress Tues-
day morning.

As much as a foot of snow was expected in some
parts, prompting hundreds of schools not already
closed for break to cancel classes or delay opening.

Transportation departments in Maine, New
Hampshire and Vermont said the morning com-
mute was tough, but better than it could have been
thanks to school vacations and other factors that
kept some drivers off the roads.

“The school vacation week is helping quite a bit;
the [school] buses aren’t out there,” said Bill Boyn-
ton, spokesman for the New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Transportation. “There was quite a bit ad-
vance notice, too, of this being an overnight storm,
and people may have planned accordingly.”

The storm hit on Vermont's Town Meeting Day, a
holiday for state government, many schools and
some businesses. But officials feared that also
would result in lower attendance at the meetings, at
which residents vote on budgets and local issues.

By morning, more than 6 inches had fallen in
southern Vermont, but only about 3 inches in the
Burlington area. Totals were expected to reach a
foot by the time the storm winds down Wednesday.

In Maine, state government workers were told to
stay home. In Portland, a parking ban in effect until
noon left downtown streets deserted.

Maine officials warned residents to be prepared
for travel disruptions and power outages. A number
of flights were canceled at the Portland Internation-
al Jetport and Central Maine Power reported a hand-
ful of power outages.

A few cars slid off snowy roads morning, but state
police reported no serious accidents.

As of 8 a.m., Maine’s biggest snowfall totals were
in Norridgewock, Westbrook, Gray, Durham and Au-
burn, where about 8 inches were recorded. Augusta,
Jay, and Camden had 7 inches of snow, while lesser
amounts were recorded elsewhere.

In Portland, the crew at WCSH-TV’s Storm Cen-
ter tried to have some fun with the snow. Anchors
Sharon Rose and Lee Nelson, along with weather
forecaster Kevin Mannix, appeared in Hawai-
ian-style flowered shirts and leis as they informed
viewers about weather conditions and school and
business closings.

“We've had so many of these storms. We were
tired of having to say the same old thing over and
over again. So we decided to put a new spin on it,”
Nelson said.

Even before the storm, Maine’s largest city was
nearly two feet ahead of normal for snowfall so far
this season. Portland had recorded nearly 72 inches
of snow as of Monday, before the latest snowfall
began.

BTK suspect charged with 10 counts of murder

The Associated Press

WICHITA, Kan. — Dennis
Rader, the churchgoing family
man and Cub Scout leader ac-
cused of leading a double life as
the BTK serial killer, was charged
Tuesday with 10 counts of first-de-
gree murder.

Rader made his first court ap-
pearance since his Friday arrest
by videoconference from his cell
at the Sedgwick County detention
center. During the brief hearing,

Rader sat with his hands folded
behind a small desk.

The BTK Kkiller, whose nick-
name stands for “Bind, Torture,
Kill,” was suspected of eight
deaths beginning in 1974, but au-
thorities said Saturday they had
linked two additional victims to
the serial killer.

Rader’s arrest has also prompt-
ed nearby law enforcement agen-
cies through Kansas to reinvesti-
gate any cold cases that bear simi-
larities to the string of slayings.

Sedgwick County District Judge
Greg Waller read the charges dur-
ing the hearing, which lasted about
five minutes. A preliminary hear-
ing was set for March 15, when
Rader is likely to be arralgned

Rader’s only comments during
the hearing were short “yes” and
“no” answers to questions.

He was accompanied at the
hearing by a temporary attorney.

Waller appointed the state’s
public defender office to repre-
sent Rader.

Lighters now banned from flights

The T

the

Security A

WASHINGTON — Airline passengers can no
longer bring cigarette lighters onto planes or in
any secure areas, the Homeland Security Depart-
ment announced.

Lighters were added to the prohibited \tems llsl
because of the Intelligence Reform and Terro;
Prevention Act, which President Bush slgned on
Dec. 17.

agency charged with prohibiting dangerous items
on aircraft, said Monday that lighters will be
banned from planes and areas beyond security
checkpoints at airports.

The TSA said butane, absorbed-fuel (Zippo-
type), electric/battery-powered and novelty light-
ers were included in the ban.

The rule will be enforced beginning April 14.

The Associated Press
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Medi enrollees
Medicaid largely has benefited
low-income elderly and people
with disabilities.*

51 million
$210 billion people
spent enrolled
18% Children
12%
50%
27% [ =°
25%
9%
Blind or
3% disabled 16%

*In 2002, excludes disproportionate share
hospital payments, vaccines for children
and administrative costs

SOURCE: National Conference AP
of State Legislatures
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Governors seek Medicaid options

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Governors
struggling to revamp Medicaid
and avert federal spending cuts
hope to convince the Bush admin-
istration that widespread state ex-
periments would save money and
could launch a model for nation-
wide reforms.

They hope to echo the welfare
reform movement that grew out
of state efforts a decade ago, but
they agree this will be tougher.

“It's two or three layers more
complex than welfare reform,”
said Democrat Mark Warner of
Virginia, who's helping lead the
discussions among governors and
with the Bush administration.

Warner and other governors
who met Monday with President
Bush warned that the states can’t
handle $40 billion in cuts that the
administration’s budget seeks
over the next decade without dam-
aging health care for their poor-
est citizens.

What's needed, governors con-

States focus on flexibility to experiment with program

tend, is broader, systemic reform
to the state-federal program that
provides health care to 53 million
people — children, poor, elderly
and disabled.

“We want Medicaid to work,”
Bush told them. “The system
needs to be reformed and we
want to work with governors.”
But the president also empha-

&k I1 the president wants Medicaid reform,
then he needs to have a reform, then he

needs to have a reform discus

ion that’s

not driven by an arbitrary number.9¥
Gov. Janet Napolitano, Arizona, Democrat

They hoped to come closer to a
compromise between their ideas
and the Bush budget as they fin-
ished four days of talks at the win-
ter meeting of the National Gover-
nors Association.

Governors said they heard a
willingness from Bush to broach
the idea.

sized his plan to close accounting
loopholes that the administration
contends cheats taxpayers.

“We put that on the table for dis-
cussion, so that the system works
the way it’s supposed to work,” he
said.

Arizona Gov. Janet Napolitano,
a Democrat, said the president

was too focused on a specific fig-
ure that would help reduce the
federal deficit. “If the president
wants Medicaid reform, then he
needs to have a reform discussion
that's not driven by an arbitrary
budget number,” she said.

Republican Gov. Haley Bar-
bour of Mississippi put it this
way: “Policy should drive the bud-
get, but the budget shouldn’t
drive policy.”

Medicaid costs have soared in
recent years, driven by health
care costs, an aging population
that relies largely on Medicaid to
pay for nursing homes, and a re-
cession that sent more people to
state-supported health care.

This year, Medicaid will cost
an estimated $329 billion.

A deal, either among governors
or between governors and Health
and Human Services Secretary
Mike Leavitt, has proved elusive.

Man shot while 50 Cent
appears at radio station

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A 24-year-old
Los Angeles man was shot in the
leg Monday night in the lobby of a
Manhattan radio station while

police said.

It wasn't
immediately
known how
badly the uni-
dentified
man was in-
jured in Mon-
day's _shoot-
ing, which oc-
curred at WQHT-FM, or Hot 97,
on Hudson Street, police spokes-
man Sgt. Kevin Farrell said.

Officials said he was taken to
St. Vincent’s Hospital and was list-

50 Cent

ed in stable condition.

Police did not know if the rap-
per was connected with the shoot-
ing. However, Newsday reported
early Tuesday on its Web site that
the shooting occurred shortly
after 10 p.m. when 50 Cent,
whose real name is Curtis Jack-
son, announced that he was drop-
ping his protege The Game from
his hip-hop clique, G-Unit.

The victim was also said to be a
member of S0 Cent’s entourage.

50 Cent, who was at the station
promoting the Thursday release

No arrests had been made; how-
ever, police are continuing to in-
vestigate the incident.

Representatives for 50 Cent
and his label, Interscope Records
were not immediately available
for comment.

Critics take aim at California
governor’s ‘propaganda’ video

The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — A
Schwarzenegger administration
video packaged like a news
story is promoting regulations
that give workers the choice of
taking a meal break or going
home early — and has labor lead-
ers and one lawmaker outraged.

Democratic Assemblyman
Paul Koretz suggested Monday
that the video violated a ban on
spending tax money to produce
propaganda — and said he would
ask the attorney general’s office
to investigate.

Koretz claimed at least five TV
stations ran the video verbatim.

“If a television station is lazy
enough just to take this video
[and run it], it completely manipu-
lates and skews the story,” Assem-
blyman Paul Koretz said.

A spokesman for the
Schwarzenegger administration,
Rick Rice, said the video was
“just a news release.”

“We don’t think this is political
... nor is it propaganda,” he said.
“It's just a news release on an
issue the labor unions are com-
pletely opposed to.”

The proposed regulations are
an interpretation of a law mandat-
ing an employer must provide at
least a 30-minute meal break in
the first five hours of an employ-
ee’s shift.

“If the employer says, ‘Nobody
around here really takes their
meal period; we all just kind of
like to work through lunch,’ the
worker who wants to take their
meal period is going to feel intimi-
dated,” said Barry Broad, a lobby-
ist for several labor unions.

/AP photos

Ohio death row inmates Maxwell White, left, and Richard Cooey
tried to escape from the Mansfield Correctional Institution on Feb.
3. The attempt, using a ladder made of bed linens and magazines,
was thwarted. A report about the attempt was critical of prison staff.

Guards faulted in
inmate escape try

BY ANDREW
'WELSH-HUGGINS
The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Unno-
ticed by guards in one of Ohio’s
most secure prisons, two death
row inmates built a ladder from
bedsheets and rolled-up maga-
zines. They also managed to
make a tool to break through
metal fences and hoard candy
bars and water.

The planned prison break by
convicted killers Richard Cooey
and Maxwell White in February
was thwarted at the last minute,
when alarm bells sounded. But
a report released Monday found
it shouldn’t have happened at all
because a death row unit manag-
er was tipped off ahead of time
by an informant.

‘The report, released at the re-
quest of The Associated Press,
said a complacent staff and
“gross deficiencies” in supervi-
sion of inmates were responsi-
ble for the Feb. 3 incident at
Mansfield Correctional Institu-

tion. The report was issued by
the state Department of Rehabil-
itation and Correction.

Cooey, 37, is on death row for
raping and killing two college
students in 1986. White, 39, was
convicted of killing a state high-
wayt trooper in January 1996.

inmates fashioned a
13Y5 foot ladder from blankets
and hid it ahead of time under a
pile of snow, the prison system
said. The ladder’s rungs were
made of rolled-up magazines
and newspapers.

When caught, both had water,
candy bars, matches, extra cloth-
ing, an exercise mat and a home-
made tool designed to break
through fences, the report said.

The death row unit manager
was tipped on Jan. 20 and Feb. 1

told the prison’s security
chlef both times, but the infor-
mation was never passed on to
the warden, the report said.

Eleven people are being disci-
plined, including a warden, who
will receive a letter of repri-
mand, Dean said.

Tourist
dies after
leaping off
tour boat

The Associated Press

HONOLULU — A tourist on a
whale-watching cruise died Mon-
day after jumping into the ocean
about half a mile off Magic Is-
land, authorities said.

The 22-year-old Japanese man
leaped off the boat, the American
Dream, while the tour boat was
stationary, observing a pair of
whales about 125 yards away,
owner Dream Cruises said. He
was pronounced dead at Straub
Clinic & Hospital.

The man’s name was being
withheld until his family is noti-
fied, the company said.

One of two crew members who
went into the water in an effort to
save the man was slightly injured.
They were in the water 10 min-
utes before the ship circled and
picked them up.

“All of us at Dream Cruises are
shocked and deeply saddened by
this tragic event, and our hearts
2o out to this man’s family,” com-
pany President Mike Watson
said. “We are in contact with the
family, and have offered whatev-
er assistance they may need.”

In 2003, a 3-year-old boy died
aboard the 77-foot American
Dream when the vessel collided
with a humpback whale off Oahu.

Ryker Hamilton, of Norfolk,
Va,, suffered fatal head and neck
injuries when he hit the handrail
and deck during a Christmas Day
whale-watching cruise.

Dream Cruises was recently
fined $5,500 in connection with
the Hamilton incident. The com-
pany also settled a lawsuit filed
by the Hamilton family for an un-
disclosed amount.
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MPs don’t get recognition

Military police are asking for a helping
hand and a voice to be heard. I think we de-
serve something other than cop jokes for
our contribution to the war [in Iraq].

1 have a real big problem with this new
[Close Combat Badge]. I am glad others
are getting the recognition for their ac-
tions during Operations Iraqi Freedom I,
I and III. T am a two-time OIF participant.

As a military policeman, I strongly be-
lieve it is not fair that the MP corps is not
getting its fair share of recognition. We are
expected to accomplish many duties, such
as the garrison police work, at our home
stations that include jobs such as dog han-
dlers, military police investigation, traffic
and many others.

Then, when it comes to our combat —
yes, I said combat — mission, I think we
deserve this honor of wearing the new
badge. I have participated in many com-
bat patrols that included countless enem
engagements and raids in many cities. IfI
recall, infantry does the same thing; we
just do it mounted.

T know many MPs who have seen more
combat time than most infantry, combat
engineer or artillery soldiers. Artillery sol-
diers are being cross-trained to be MPs for
a good reason. Someone has to please be
the voice of the oh-so-forgotten, but al-
ways short-handed, always used and
abused, military police.

Sgt. Alejandro Torres
Iraq

Change criteria for new badge

I am responding to “Army creates
bddge for non-infantry GIs” (article, Feb.

l am glad to see the Army is finally
doing something to recognize all soldiers
who have been pulled from our military oc-
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cupational specialties to become infantry
soldiers for war in Iraq. However, it's ap-
parent that another injustice is about to be
done to thousands of soldiers if the current
proposed criteria remains.

T am currently a 63M (Bradley fighting
vehicle mechanic) who has been pi
from the motor pool to patrol the streets of
Baghdad as an infantry soldier. I am a pa-
trol leader of a platoon that consists of me-
chanics; cooks; nuclear, biological and
chemical noncommissioned officers; and a
few 13-series soldiers.

My battery has three combat platoons,
which consist of all support specialties. I
can think of three that are of the 13 series.
Our daily job is to go outside the wire to
find and engage the enemy. These soldiers
are just a few of the thousands doing it
every day.

If the brass in Washington think that 12,
13 and 19 series soldiers are the only ones
out there risking their lives, they need to
come to Iraq and open their eyes.

And what about the military police? Are
they sitting here in Iraq twiddling their
thumbs?

T hope the criteria is changed from what
has been suggested. Everyone who went
outside the wire to engage the enemy de-
serves the same recognition, regardless of
their MOS. If you won’t admit we're doing
the same job, pull us off the streets now.

Staff Sgt. Patrick McMillen
Camp Falcon, Iraq

Iraqi Guard lacks protection

1 am writing in regard to the lack of
armor protection the Iraqi National Guard
has against improvised explosive devices
and small-arms threats.

U.S. and coalition forces enjoy the pro-
tection of up-armored Humvees and other
armored vehicles, while ING forces ride in
the back of pickup trucks. I am sure we
will eventually ensure these forces have
up-armored Humvees, but a quicker and
more economical solution is at hand.

On the outskirts of Baghdad are large
graveyards of Iraqi armor from Saddam
Hussein’s old regime. There are several
types of armored cars, such as BRDM2s
and BTR-70s, that could be put back into
service. They could be resupplied, and ini-
tially maintained, by members of coalition
forces that use the same vehicles. This
would benefit Iragi forces and countries
such as Bulgaria or Poland, whose econo-
mies could use a boost by producing ar-
mored car parts.

1 witnessed firsthand, ING troops operat-
ing out of the backs of pickup trucks, in
our small patrol sector in west Baghdad.
To my knowledge, the BTR family of vehi-
cles is less expensive and better protected
than an up-armored Humvee. So why
make the ING wait?

Staff Sgt. William L. Quantrille
Victory Base, Iraq

[llegal immigration’s dominoes of woe

The Providence (R.I) Journal

he Rio Grande Valley, where
Texas meets Mexico, is the poor-
est region in the United States, yet
people clamor to live there. The
thing is, most of the people moving in aren’t
t Mexicans — many in the
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United States lllegally
While much is made of the benefits that
this low-wage labor brings to employers, lit-
tle is said about its costs to society. Illegal
immigration is no free lunch, and it’s time
we had an honest discussion of the matter.
Regulating who lives and works in the
United States is a federal responsibility.
Communities across America struggle with
the expense of providing hospital care to ill
gal immigrants and schooling for their chil-
dren. For the border states, these burdens
weigh heavily.
In Texas, for example, the number of ille-
gal residents has jumped 17 percent since

Dooneshury Flashbacks

1996, to an estimated 1.2 million. The closer
you get to the border, the crazier the situa-
tion becomes. Four of America’s 10 poorest
metropolitan  regions lie along the
Texas-Mexico border.

Some 400,000 people live in what are
called colonias along the border in Texas.
These unincorporated shantytowns often
lack water, sewer systems, electricity and
paved roads. The colonias residents pay lit-
tle if any taxes but use the schools and other
public services.

It’s important to recognize that illegal resi-
dents don’t just add to the numbers of poor;
they also bring down the wages and econom-
ic opportunities of the legal residents.

While America’s problems caused by ille-
gal immigration are most evident at the
Mexican border, the solution lies else-
where. No number of U.S. Border Patrol
jeeps can stop the flow of poor people seek-
ing jobs in the United States. ()nly penalties
for the U.S. employers can do this,
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For once illegal immigrants get past the
border, Washington does almost nothing to
stand between them and American jobs.

A serious effort to penalize law-breaking
American employers would end the prob-
lem immediately.

Meanwhile, with jobs drawing undocu-
mented workers to the United States, pres-
sure is lessened on the often-corrupt politi-
cal and economic leaders of their home
countries to improve the lot of people there.

erica needs more foreign workers
than legal limits allow, then the policy
should be to expand legal immigration. But
because the administration, Congress and
federal agencies seem to wink at illegal im-
migration, a class of workers is developing
that is underpaid and also hurts the econom-
ic prospects of all low-skilled workers. This
result may please some employers, but it is
not good for those Americans who must
compete with illegal immigrants, or for all
Americans who pay taxes to support them.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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What higher-education hypocrisy teaches us

sumer fraud in America today than
“higher” education.
Churchill was until recently the chairman
the department of eth-
nic studies at the Univer-
sity of Colorado. He re-
signed the post after it
came to light that he had
likened those killed in
the World Trade Center
on Sept. 11, 2001, to Nazi
war criminals.

Churchill’s senti-
ments are not rare on
college faculties these
days, but most such
merican  drivel

ses below the pub-
lic’s  radar. Churchill
had the misfortune of having his remarks
come to the attention of Fox News' Bill
O’Reilly, who took umbrage — as did his au-
dience.

The uproar has brought to light other facts
about Churchill that are embarrassing to the
University of Colorado.

Churchill’s academic credentials are
poor. He holds bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees from then-Sangamon State University,
a diploma mill in Springfield, 1L, but not the
doctorate normally considered de rigeur for
a full professor. CU bypassed normal proce-
dures to grant Churchill tenure. It wasn’t be-
cause of his scholarship. Thomas Brown, a
professor of sociology at Lamar University
in Texas, said Churchill made up “facts” ina
paper he wrote asserting the Army intention-
ally created a smallpox epidemic among the

andan tribe in 1837, and then attributed
these “facts” to sources that said nothing of
the kind. University of New Mexico law pro-

he saga of Ward Churchill illus-
trates why there is no greater con-

Jack Kelly

an

fessor John Lavelle said Churchill made up
stuff in an article on federal law concerning
American Indian lands.

Churchill was hired and promoted be-
cause he claimed to be Cherokee. The Chero-
kees say he isn't, and researchers for the
Rocky Mountain News have been unable to
find a drop of Indian blood among his ances-

tors. Churchill is still a professor at CU, but
Colorado Gov. Bill Owens wants him fired,
and the regents are considering it.

Churchill says. his First Amendment right
to free speech is being violated. But this
claim is as phony as Churchill’s Indian heri-
tage and his scholarship. The First Amend-
ment says the government can’t put you in
jail for what you say. But nothing in the Con-
stitution guarantees you the right to a
$96,000-a-year job at taxpayer expense.

If T were to write in this column that the
editor of the newspaper where I work is an
idiot, the government wouldn’t put me in
jail. But I'd soon be unemployed.

Some 200 professors at CU have bought a
newspaper ad demanding that the inquiry
into Churchill be dropped. “It’s going to be
extremely difficult, if academic freedom is
on the block, for us to hire and keep good fac-
ulty members,” said Margaret LeCompte,
an education professor.

But Churchill’s defenders are highly selec-
tive in defending free speech, as the contro-
versy over Lawrence Summers at Harvard
illustrates.

At a conference in January, Summers
noted that despite vigorous efforts to recruit
‘women for vacancies, the faculty in the hard
sciences and higher mathematics remained
over male. Summers
that this might in part be due to a difference
in cognitive skills between men and women.
Men, he said, are more likely to be either
‘math geniuses or math dunces, while mathe-

‘matical reasoning skills are more evenly dis-
tributed among women.

MIT biology professor Nancy Hopkins
said she was made ill by the remarks, provid-
ing a real-life example of the misogynist ste-
reotype of the little woman with the vapors.
Andrea Peyser, who writes for the New
York Post, said Summers had said men were
more intelligent than women. That was not
at all what he said, but Peyser’s inability to
follow Summers’ argument lends support to
the thesis as she stated it.

As it happens, researchers at the Universi-
ty of New Mexico and the University of Cali-
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fornia, Irvine have demonstrated through a
study of brain scans that men and women do
process information differently.

Churchill is lionized for saying vile and un-
true things about his country and country-
men. Summers is hounded for saying some-
thing nonpejorative that is demonstrably
true. This is the status of free speech on cam-
puses today.

Jack Kelly is the national affairs writer for the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and the Toledo (Ohio)

Blade. A former Marine and Green Beret, he was a
deputy assistant secretary of the Air Force in the
Reagan administration. His column appears weekly
in Stars and Stripes.

It’s no stretch to see significance in '05 Oscar wins

BY BRUCE DANCIS
Sacramento (Calif) Bee

hen Hattie McDaniel became

the first African-American ac-

tress to win an Academy

Award, for her memorable por-
trayal of Mammy in the 1939 epic “Gone
With the Wind,” she and her date had to sit
by themselves at the back of the Cocoanut
Grove nightclub in Los Angeles’ Ambassa-
dor Hotel, where the awards were given out.
McDaniel was not allowed to sit with produc-
er David O. Selznick and the rest of the
“Gone With the Wind” entourage.

Fast forward to the 2005 Academy
Awards in the Kodak Theatre, where for the
first time in history, people of color were
nominated in all four of the acting catego-
ries. And the five black or Latina actors nom-
inated — Jamie Foxx for “Collateral” as well
as “Ray,” Don Cheadle and Sophie Okonedo
for “Hotel Rwanda,” Morgan Freeman for
“Million Dollar Baby” and Catalina Sandino
Moreno for “Maria Full of Grace” — was an
all-time record.

Foxx's emergence as a top-ranked actor
and now, an Academy Award winner,
shouldn’t come as a surprise to anyone who
has followed his growth in show business.
Beginning with his first appearances on the
comedy show “In Living Color” in the 1990s,
Foxx has taken on more and more challeng-
ing dramatic roles, from “Any Given Sun-
day” and “Ali” to “Collateral” and “Ray.”

Yet it is a measure of the strength of
2005’s nominated performances by
can-American men that one could argue that
the more worthy nominee lost in the best
actor and best supporting actor categories.

Cheadle’s performance as Paul Rusesaba-
gina, the real-life hotel manager in “Hotel

Rwanda,” is an indelible portrait of a man
forced by circumstances and his own social
conscience to heroically save more than
1,000 men, women and children from heing
slaughtered during the 1994 civil war in
Rwanda.

As good as Foxx was in embodying the
‘mannerisms and style of Ray Charles, Chea-
dle may have had the more demanding, chal-
lenging role. And after delivering one sear-
ing performance after another in such films
and TV movies as “Devil With the Blue
Dress,” “Boogie Nights,” “Bulworth,” “Out
of Sight,” “The Rat Pack” and “A Lesson Be-
fore Dying,” Cheadle was more than deserv-
ing of Academy recognition.

Foxx may actually have given his best per-
formance of the year as the taxi driver in
“Collateral,” where he was nominated for
best supporting actor rather than lead actor,

even though he, rather than Tom Cruise, is
the actual star of the movie and has more on-
screen time than any other character.

Still, Freeman's best supporting actor
award for portraying a retired boxer in “Mil-
lion Dollar Baby” was long overdue. Free-
man has been considered one of Holly-
wood’s finest actors for years, having racked
up previous Oscar nominations for 1987’s
“Street Smart,” 1989’s “Driving Miss Daisy”
and 1994’s “The Shawshank Redemption.”

As for the women, both Moreno and
Okonedo were long shots. As good as
Moreno is in “Maria Full of Grace,” it would
have been difficult for the Academy to give a
best actress Oscar to anyone making her
very first screen appearance — as the young
Colombian actress was.

On the other hand, the London-born
Okonedo, a best supporting actress nominee
for her performance as Cheadle’s wife in

“Hotel Rwanda,” deserved every consider-
ation. Okonedo. who was also terrific as a
prostitute in 2003’s “Dirty Pretty Things,”
excels here in a demanding, pivotal role. But
she was probably too little known by Acade-
my voters to have had much of a chance.
The wins for Foxx and Freeman made
this year’s awards the most socially signifi-
cant since 2001 when Denzel Washington
(“Training Day”) and Halle Berry(“Mon-
ster’s Ball”) won best actor and best actress
honors, Sidney Poitier received an honorary
award and Whoopi Goldberg hosted.
Despite the expanding racial progress in
the movies, Hollywood still needs to make
major strides in opening up jobs in the film
industry to more people of color, particular-
ly technical jobs and boardroom posi-
tions.We'll know when the film industry has
made a dramatic, permanent change for the
better when the casts of Hollywood movies
begin to look like the American people.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Priest sentenced

cT NEW BRITAIN — A

Roman Catholic
priest from Poland was sen-
tenced to nine months in
prison for sexually assault-
ing a 17-year-old girl.

The Rev. Roman
Kramek was arrested in
2002 after the teen said
the priest attacked her
‘while counsehng her for

a prior assault. .2
Kramek told police
sex was part of her therapy.

Rabbit farms multiplying

MARBURY —  Rabbit
s are multiplying rapid-

ly across the South, and their prod-
ucts could soon be on the menu for
Easter Sunday or any other day of
the week as more people discover
the lean, white meat.

“It tastes like chicken,”
11-year-old Brady Cox.

“And you can fix it any way
chicken can be fixed,” added his
grandfather, Wayne Powell.

Powell helps his three grand-
sons run the family’s business on
their small farm 20 miles north of
Montgomery. They started in Sep-
tember with only a few rabbits.
Now they have 500.

J.C. Holt, president of the
Tri-State Rabbit Producers Associ-
ation, said the or began

said

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

owes child support should pay it,
but having private businesses
doing the state’s job is just wrong,”

said Frank Fahrenkopf Jr., presi-
dent of the American Gaming Asso-
ciation.

The law would not apply to peo-
ple who win at table games or to
those who win low-level slot jack-
pots. It also would not apply to
non-New Jersey residents.

Meth fears fuel food ban

MOUNT PLEASANT —
School  District  officials

Park. When operation-
al, it could monitor a
massive swath of
=% ocean and warn of

threats nearly 2,000

miles away.

Built in both Maine and
Oregon, the radars picked
up readings as far as 1,700
miles off both coasts. But
ke outdated warhead silos
and other relics of the arms
race, the military is scrapping
Y the wire-and-steel monoliths.

The radar in Maine was op-
erational for a mere year in the
early 1990s before being moth-
balled.

Self-defense or murder?

BETHLEHEM — A

woman accused of beating
to death her live-in boyfriend with
a metal baseball bat felt threat-
ened by him, her attorney said at
the start of her trial.

Richele Abraham, 51, of Bethle-
hem, is charged with killing Den-
nis Wampole Sr., 56, on Dec. 21,
2003.

Abraham told police Wampole
was abusive, and a psychologist
will testify that Abraham “acted
out of a perception that she was in
danger, whether it was a reason-

able perception or not,” defense at-
torney James Connell said.

wantto ban goodies for

in 2003 with two members.
Now it has 248 in Alabama, Ten-
nessee and Mississippi.

Prank call alleged

COVENTRY — A Coventry
fire department has begun
an internal investigation after a
firefighter was accused of calling
dispatch and pretending to be the
town council vice president.
Police say a Washington Fire
District firefighter made the call,
and it was recorded. The firefight-
er has not been named, and it’s un-
known what was said on the call.
Richard Sanetti, the official who
was allegedly impersonated, said
the firefighter admitted making
the call.
It’s illegal to impersonate a pub-
lic officer under state law.

Grandparents sue condo

NAPLES — A southwest

Florida couple is suing a
condominium association with the
help of the state, claiming a condo
policy is discriminatory because
they weren't allowed to have their
grandchildren stay with them for a
week or longer.

The state Attorney General’s Of-
fice is representing Richard and
Jean Quinn in their case against
‘Windemere Inc.

Jackpot garnishing

ATLANTIC CITY — The

New Jersey Legislature has
passed a measure aimed at pre-
venting gamblers who owe child
support in the state from keeping
big slot machine jackpots to them-
selves.

‘The bill would require slots oper-
ators to give names, addresses and
Social Security numbers of major
winners to the state, to uncover
deadbeat parents and deduct what
they owe before the jackpot is paid

Welcomed by advocates for chil-
dren, the measure was criticized
as onerous and unfair by a casino
lobbyist. “We think anyone who

fall because uf fears children wlll
bring methamphetamine residue
from their homes.

A methamphetamine specialist
for the Iowa Department of
Human Services said homes
where the drug is produced may
be permeated with toxins.

Cold War relic must go
MOSCOW — 1It's a dino-
saur of the Cold War: a
3-mile-long radar system designed
to detect Soviet bombers scream-
ing across the Atlantic.

The Over-The-Horizon Backscat-
ter Radar, often described as the
world’s largest radar, was devel-
oped over 25 years for $1.5 billion
and occupies an area nearly twice
the size of New York’s Central

Mom returns home

Macy Furry, 8, joins her mother,
Illinois National Guardsman Heath-
er Furry, right, while marching
toward the center of town in Paris,
1ll. More than 5,000 people turned
out to welcome home about 160
members of the lllinois Army
National Guard’s 1544th
Transportation unit after their
yearlong tour of duty in Iraq.

Pr utor John Obrecht told ju-
rors that Wampole was face down
in bed, probably sleeping or trying
to sleep, when Abraham killed
him. “His skull was completely
shattered into numerous pieces,”
Obrecht said. He said the killing
was malicious and premeditated,
and constituted first-degree mur-
ler.

Destructive fire

KAHULUI — Maui fire in-

vestigators were searching
for the cause of a fire that de-
stroyed three stores in the Kahului
Shopping Center.

Deputy Chief Neal Bal said
there was so much smoke and heat
damage to the remaining stores
that he doubted they would reopen
anytime soon.

A Salvation Army thrift store
and Ah Fook’s Super Market were
initially destroyed in the fire that
started in or near the thrift store,
Bal said. The blaze was nearly con-
tained when it flared up, jumped
across a breezeway and destroyed
TJs Oriental Food Mart & Fast
Food, he said, adding that flames
briefly spread to the roof of the
nearby Kahului Library.

Conditions ripe for virus

FRAMINGHAM — The

heavy snows and rains this
winter could lead to an increase in
mosquito-borne eastern equine en-
cephalitis cases this year, accord-
ing to officials who monitor and
control mosquito populations.

David Henley, superintendent
for the Eastern Middlesex Control
Project which covers about half
the MetroWest area, said the mos-
quitos that spread the illness spend
the winter in their larval state,
when they depend on moist condi-
tions.

Ground water levels which keep
wetlands and mosquito breeding
grounds full are above normal this
year, and soil conditions are ex-
tremely moist throughout New En-
gland, according to the National
Weather Service’s latest spring
flood report.

L /
’ 3 s Veterinary technician Octovia
He N g()lng tO be flﬂe Bennett comforts a stray dog
found with an arrow in its head. The young adult dog, tentatively named
Easton after the brand of arrow, is in stable condition at the Cedar Animal
Medical Center in Gallup, N.M. The arrow, which didn’t puncture the
brain, was removed and Easton will be made available for adoption after
recuperating. A reward is offered to anyone who provides information that
leads to the arrest and conviction of the individual who harmed the dog.

3 Young fishermen Cody Stock, left,
Learning young and Tyler VanWatermulen, both 11,
‘wait for nibbles on Lake Waconia in Waconia, Minn. Despite 50 degree
temperatures, they fished through ice that was two feet thick.

A great blue heron flies through the
light of the rising sun along the

Grace and beauty

Tomoka River in Ormond Beach, Fla.
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e \J H Workers take down some of the 7,503 gates that made up “The
GdteS COmlng down Gates,” an art installation created by artists Christo and Jeanne-Claude

lining 23 miles of New York's Central Park. The thousands of tons of steel, orange plastic and saffron-colored

forcing bar to PVC pipe.

nylon fabric are to be recycled as everything from paint rollers and steel

: ; ANorth Carolina of i plow truck rumbles
Clcarmg the path through downtown Boone, N.C., during a large snowstorm. The storm left
about 4,000 residents of Watauga County without power.

Members of the American Disabled for Attendant Programs
Today block the gates in front of the White House during a

Making their voices heard
demonstration in Washington calling for passage of legislation that requires states to provide alternatives to
institutions for people who could otherwise live in the community.

Unclogging route

BOSTON — Temporary

ramps carrying Route 3
traffic to and from the Sagamore
Bridge and bypassing the
oft-clogged rotary below are ex-
pected to be completed before
Cape Cod’s tourist rush begins on
Memorial Day weekend, a state
transportation official said.

The state broke ground on the
$58.2 million highway project re-
placing the Sagamore rotary in
Bourne with a direct connection
from Route 3 to the Sagamore
Bridge. The rotary, built in the
1930s, exceeded its 40,000 daily ca-
pacity long ago and now sees about
90,000 cars a day. During summer,
the rotary routinely produces week-
end backup of 5 miles or more.

Teen skier held in death

JACKSON — A Maryland

teenager was charged with
manslaughter after a fatal collision
with a skier from Shrewsbury,
Mass., at the Jackson Hole Moun-
tain Resort.

Authorities would not release
the name or hometown of the
16-year-old snowboarder, who also
was charged with reckless endan-
germent. Teton County Sheriffs
Sgt. Lloyd Funk said the county at-
torney would decide whether the
teen should be tried as a juvenile
or an adult. The manslaughter
charge carries a maximum penalty
of 20 years in prison.

According to witnesses, Heather
Donahue, 29, was skiing slowly on
an intermediate slope last week
when the boy collided with her.

Witnesses said the boy was
going very fast and had ample
room to turn, but didn’t do so.

Donahue later died from head in-
juries.

Path criticized

CARROLL — Snowmobil-

ing is big business in New
Hampshire’s rural North Country,
so it’s no wonder the state has been
trying to lure riders this winter
with a new trail.

But the decision to run the path
within 100 yards of a new $9.5 mil-
lion nature center and lodge in pic-
turesque Crawford Notch is not sit-
ting well with owners and guests.

“If you were going to pick a place
that was going to be worse, you
could run a trail right through a
grade-school playground,” Ann Isen-
berg said after a visit to the center.

February and March are peak
months for snowmobiling, a $1.2
billion industry that is a boon to
area restaurants and hotels.

Spawning giant fish

BAY CITY — The U.S. Fish

and Wildlife Service will
begin a three-year project to see if
lake sturgeon, a species native to
the area, are spawning in the Sagi-
naw River watershed after a long
period of decline.

The gigantic fish has been
around since the time of the dino-
saurs. The results will be used in ef-
forts to rehabilitate sturgeon popu-
lations throughout the Great Lakes.

Ecstasy dealer guilty

EASTON — Another per-

son who has admitted to

being part of a large Ecstasy drug

ring pleaded guilty to drug charges
in Northampton County Court.

William D. Hartranft, 30, of Say-

lorsburg, admitted that he found
customers for Duane Policelli,
whom investigators said headed
one of the largest Ecstacy opera-
tions on the East Coast.

Hartranft faces a maximum of
62 years in prison when he is sen-
tenced on April 1, defense attorney
Richard Pepper said.

CHARLESTON — About
80 Civil War re-enactors
camped on Morris Island, where
black troops of the 54th Massachu-
setts mounted an attack against
Confederate defenses, a battle re-
counted in the movie “Glory.”
They were trying to draw atten-
tion to efforts to preserve the is-
land, parts of which are up for sale.
The group camped on the beach
and then rowed 19th century repli-
ca wooden boats to nearby Fort
Sumter.

Abortion bill fails

CcT WATERBURY — Officials

declined to take action on a
proposal to declare the city an abor-
tion-free zone, a measure that
would have banned the procedure
in Waterbury.

Forty demonstrators in support
of the proposal attended a Board of
Aldermen meeting, where indepen-
dent Alderman Frank Caiazzo pro-
posed the measure.

Instead, aldermen voted 9-6 to
place the proposal “on file,” essen-
tially killing it for now. The bill
could be brought up again later.

Community center plans

HONOLULU — The Salva-

tion Army announced its
plans to begin construction on its
$30 million community center on
10 acres in Kapolei within two
years. The center, which will have
aday care, swimming pool and the-
ater, is expected to be completed
as early as 2009.

The bulk of the funding for the
center would come from a $1.5 bil-
lion endowment from Joan B.
Kroc, late wife of McDonald’s res-
taurants founder Ray Kroc.

The endowment is earmarked
specifically for the construction of
as many as 30 community centers
across the nation. Half the endow-
‘ment must be used to build the cen-
ters, while the other half must col-
Ject interest and help support the
centers’ operation.

Maryland may get slots

ANNAPOLIS — The Mary-

land House of Delegales
voted by the slimmest of margins
to invite slot machine gambling
into the state, ending two years of
opposition to Gov. Robert Ehrli-
ch’s signature initiative.

Passage in the House was
viewed by slots advocates as a piv-
otal step forward for the
star-crossed gambling initiative.
But even as backers cheered the
71 to 66 vote, signs were emerging
that their victory could be
short-lived.

House Speaker Michael Busch, a
slots opponent, said even a slight
change to the House’s version of
the legislation would break the frag-
ile majority that enabled it to pass.

“The governor and the president
of the Senate are either going to
have to accept this bill or there will
be no expansion of gambling in
Maryland,” Busch said.

Stories and photos from wire reports
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Usher and Alicia Keys dominate awards

Fresh off their Grammy success, Usher and Alicia
Keys dominated the Soul Train Awards in Los Angeles,
with each winning two individual awards and sharing the
prize for best R&B-soul single by a group or duo.

R&B sensation Usher picked up the award for best
male R&B-soul single for “Confessions Part II,” as well
as the prize for best R&B-soul album by a male artist for
“Confessions.”

Keys got a nod for the best female R&B-soul single for
her hit “If I Ain’t Got You” and was honored for best fe-
male R&B-soul album for “The Diary of Alicia Keys.”

The two singers already shared a Grammy for their
chart-topping duet “My Boo.” Keys won four Grammys
last month, while Usher had three.

Usher also earned an award for best R&B-soul or rap
music video for his work with rappers Ludacris & Lil Jon
in the song “Yeah!”

Other artists picking up awards were Destiny’s Child,
for “Destiny Fulfilled,” and the sexy newcomer Ciara,
who won for best R&B-soul or rap new artist for her
album “Goodies.”

Producer: Orbach an actor until the end

In his final days, Jerry Orbach refused to let cancer
stop him from portraying police Detective Lennie
Briscoe on NBC’s “Law & Order:
Trial by Jury,” the show’s executive
producer said.

Orbach, who died of prostate can-
cer in December, continued to work
even while getting chemotherapy
every two weeks, Walon Green told
TV Guide.

Green said he needed to make
some changes for Orbach’s final
scene because the actor had weak-
ened to the point where he could not
speak in his normal voice.

“He was down to a whisper,”
Green said. “So we had everybody
else in the scene whisper.”

Green said the 69-year-old Orbach refused to be writ-
ten out of scenes when Green tried to lighten his work-
load.

Orbach

Judge restricts accused Berry stalker

A judge in Santa Monica, Calif., issued a three-year re-
straining order against a man who allegedly sent threaten-
ing letters to Halle Berry’s home.

Superior Court Judge Linda K.
Lefkowitz ruled that Robert Sawyer
of San Pablo, about 15 miles north-
east of San Francisco, was to stay 100
yards away from Berry and to keep
the same distance from her home,
work and vehicle.

The order, which expires in 2008,
also prohibits him from contacting
the actress by phone, mail or e-mail.

Berry wasn't in court Monday
when the judge made her decision.

Berry’s lawyer, Blair Berk, re-
fused to comment.

Court records filed on Berry’s behalf earlier this month
claim Sawyer’s letters talk about “delusions he has about
a purported romantic relationship (with the actress).”

Portman regrets Jerusalem kiss scene

Natalie Portman says filming a kissing scene beside
Jerusalem’s Western Wall for her upcoming movie “Free
Zone” was a mistake.

“I really don’t want to offend any-
one’s beliefs or impose anything on
anyone and it was mistaken to do it,
Portman told “Access Hollywood. 5

The 23-year-old Israeli-born ac-
tress and her crew were confronted
by ultra-Orthodox Jewish worship-
pers last week while filming the
scene with Israeli actor Aki Avni.
The incident underlined the sensitiv-
ity of the site, a remnant of the bibli-
cal Jewish temples, the holiest place
where Jews can pray.

The site is controlled by strictly
ubservanl Jews Male and female

by a barrier pe to
(he wall, followlng Orthodox Jewish rules ﬁ)rb!ddlng ca-
sual contact between the sexes.

Portman

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

BY ROBERT W. WELKOS
Los Angeles Times

HOLLYWOOD
lenn Close is walking down a tattered sidewalk
near Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum on a Jan-
uary day heading for her trailer in a Ralphs gro-
cery store parking lot. She is on a break filming

her first episode of the FX network’s gritty police drama
“The Shield,” in which she plays precinct captain Monica
Rawling.

A few days later, Close would be dressed to the nines at
the Golden Globe Awards in Beverly Hills, where her por-
trayal of Eleanor of Aquitaine in Showtime’s “The Lion in
Winter” won her the Hollywood Foreign Press Associa-
tion’s trophy as best actress in a TV miniseries or movie.

At 57, Close echoes the long-running lament of actress-
es of a certain age — even ones with Oscars on their man-
tles and a body of work crammed with significant perfor-
mances — that good roles “are terrifically hard to come

That said, she ponders how to square that with her new
TV role and featured roles in three movies that recently
premiered at the Sundance Film Festival, America’s
showcase of independent movies.

“Iwas lucky,” she said, breaking into a smile as she set-
tles into her trailer. “That scope, certainly for a woman
my age, is rare.

“It's fronic because I feel that I am probably at the top
of my game right now.”

Her Sundance trifecta: Chris Terrio’s “Heights,” Rodri-
go Garcia’s “Nine Lives” and Arie Posin’s “The Chum-
scrubber.”

“All of them were really interesting writing and, be-
cause of that, they attracted a wonderful group of actors
and there you have it,” she said.

The range of roles that Close has performed on film, in
television and on the stage is considerable.

A history lesson: When she broke into Hollywood,
Close was basically known for her strong-willed mother
or wife roles in films such as “The World According to
Garp,” “The Big Chill” and “The Natural,” for which she
received Oscar nominations as best supporting actress.
Then she turned her rather wholesome image on its ear,
first as the sexy, psychotic “other woman,” Alex Forrest,
in “Fatal Attraction” and then as manipulative Parisian
socialite Marquise de Merteuil in “Dangerous Liaisons.”

Her role in “Fatal Attraction” not only made her a star
but had such a memorable impact on moviegoers that
years later the American Film Institute voted Forrest the
seventh greatest screen villain of all time.

Heralded actress
Glenn Close
‘ bridges the gap
between TV and
the big screen

Actress Glenn Close has never paid much
attention to the “great snobbery” that sometimes
exists between film and TV actors. Fresh from
winning a Golden Globe for her performance in
Showtime’s “The Lion in Winter,” Close has joined
the cast of FX's “The Shield,” and starred in three
films at January’s Sundance Film Festival.

LATWP.

Close said she was afraid that after the film “crazy peo-
ple would come out of the woodwork and prey on me, but
it didn’t happen. Still, when I walk into an elevator and
men realize who I am, you still get the look. You still get
somebody saying under his breath, ‘You scared the (ex-
pletive) out of me.'” Close breaks into laughter. “If
they’re brave enough to say it.

“But if anything, (‘Fatal Attraction’) opened up every-
thing for me. Before that, I played Jenny Fields, who was
this austere, asexual New Englander, and then I'd play
the mother in ‘The Big Chill, and then I'd play the moth-
er who is kind of a virgin figure in ‘The Natural.’ Every-
one in Hollywood was wondering if I could be sexual, but
T had never been asked to be sexual. . . . Hollywood loves
to see a woman either end up in the gutter or dead,” she
adds, breaking into a laugh.

Sherry Lansing, the departing Paramount Pictures stu-
dio chief who produced “Fatal Attraction” along with
Stanley Jaffe, said they hadn’t thought of casting Close

she came in to read for the part.

“She wasn’t, quite honestly, what any | of us had in
mind,” Lansing recalled. “We w of a com-
pletely different image.

“We got a call from her agent who said, ‘Glenn would
like to come in and read for the part.’ ” Because the ac-
tress was coming off one of her Oscar nominations, Lan-
sing wasn’t sure how Close would react to auditioning,
but the agent made it clear that Close was willing.

Lansing said director Adrian Lyne and actor or Hichael
Douglas read with Close while “Stanley and I were in an-
other room. Maybe five minutes later, Adrian comes out
and says, ‘I think you should come in here.” ”

Aside from her dramatic work, Close has also ventured
into comedy from time to time with varying results, like
the “flight attendant friendly” Claire Wellington she
played in the flawed remake of “The Stepford Wives”
starring Nicole Kidman and Matthew Broderick, or as
Cruella DeVil in Disney’s live-action children’s comedy
101 Dalmatians.”

Unlike some actresses who achieve fame on the big
screen, Close has never been reluctant to do television.

instance, she produced and starred in the 1991 hit
“Hal].mark Hall of Fame” presentation “Sarah, Plain and
Tall” for CBS.

“T've always, since the beginning of my career, really
not cared whether it was television or film,” Close said.
“There has been a great snobbery in our industry be-
tween movies and television and I think now, with the ad-
vent of the good work that is being done on cable, that’s
changing. ... Television, in my mind, is the most powerful
element in our culture as far as how it impacts us on a
daily basis.”
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Routers can thwart
driveway hackers

Q. We have DSL Internet ser-
vice with an Ethernet connection
for our second computer some
15 feet and one floor away from
the primary Gateway desktop
with Windows XP.

Recent media stories about pi-
rates sitting in wireless users’
driveways and logging on to the
Internet and their finan-
cial records has caused
us to question if there’s
any protection for clue-
less users like us. Is
there some way that the
360-degree signal can
be focused only toward
the second computer
that is also in a perma-
nent location and does

A Let's :tdrl wlth that
fear of a hacker parking
in one’s driveway to access the In-
ternet through a wireless connec-
tion inside the house.

While this certainly is possible,
I'd put it mighty far down on my
list of concerns, because it’s terri-
bly simple to prevent during the
setup of your equipment.

Virtually all wireless routers
get installed by a user who con-
nects the device to a PC using an
Ethernet cable. The user then
fires up the Web browser and
types in an address made up of

Ask Jim

¥
Jim Coates

other computers in the house.

Early on in the process, users
are shown how to set up a choice
of two types of encryption: one
called 128 bit that hardly any gov-
ernment spy agencies can crack,
and one called 256 bit that no-
body without a supercomputer
can crack. Either one is far be-
yond the expertise of the
types of hackers who try
this stunt.

Set up one of these
wireless routers from
the likes of Linksys,
D-Link, Belkin, U.S. Ro-
botics, etc., and you'll
see the simplicity of it
all, Mr. S.

As to your other ques-
tion, there are, indeed,
parabolic transmitters
that can focus the signals
in one direction, but I
can’t find any gear in the
consumer market to do that.

May I suggest that since you
say both computers always will
be at the same place in your
house, why don’t you just string
some old-fashioned Ethernet
cable over those 15 feet and save
yourself a few bucks?

You still would need a router to
make signal sharing possible, but
wired ones are much cheaper
than wireless and even easier to
set up.

Contact Jim Coates via e-mail at
or via snail mail

four numbers d by dots
to open a Web page stored in the
hardware itself. That then walks
one through the few steps needed
to start broadcasting to all the
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|dentity theft precautions

BY RACHEL KONRAD
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCSICO — Accord-
ing to a 2003 survey by the San
Diego-based nonprofit Identity
Theft Resource Center, the aver-
age identity theft victim spends at
least 600 hours over several years
recovering from identity theft.
And based on wages of people sur-
veyed, it cost the average victim
nearly $16,000 in lost or potential
income — not including what
they might have paid for bogus
purchases creditors wouldn’t re-
imburse.

Even worse than the drain on
time and income, victims say, is a
sense of helplessness and doom
they feel — the notion that thieves
could strike again at any time.

“I don’t think anyone fully re-
covers from these events,” said
the resource center’s co-execu-
tive director, Linda Foley, whose
identity was used to get credit
cards and a cell phone in 1997. “It
alters the way you look at things
for the rest of your life.”

Here's some advice from priva-
cy experts if you believe you've
become vulnerable to identity
theft.

W Prepare yourself for a long,
hard slog through a bureaucratic
maze. Get organized — keep a file
with all your paperwork, includ-
ing the names and numbers of ev-
eryone you contact.

W File as detailed a police re-
port as possible. Send copies to
creditors and other agencies that
‘may require proof of the crime.

EXCHANGE RATES

M Get the phone number of
your investigator and give it to
reditors.

HIn all communications, use
certified, return receipt mail.

M Report that you may be the
victim of identity theft with at least
one of the three major credit bu-
reaus — Equifax (www.equifax.
com or 800-685-1111), Experian
(www.experian.com or 888-397-
3742) or TransUnion (www.trans
union.com or 800-888-4213). That
bureau is required to notify the
other two.

W Be sure to get your unique
case number, and ask the bureau
to send you a credit report. Read it
carefully for any suspicious activi-
ty.

M Tell the bureau to issue a
“fraud alert,” which requires mort-
gage brokers, car dealers, credit
card companies and other lenders
to scrutinize anyone who opens an
account in your name for 90 days.
Also, ask for the document you
need to file a long-term fraud alert,
which lasts for seven years, and
can be canceled at any fime.

M Ask the bureau for names and
phone numbers of lenders with
whom fraudulent accounts have
been opened (since this informa-
tion may not be included on the
credit report). Tell the bureau to re-
move inquiries generated due to
fraud, since even a small number
of inquiries can harm your credit
rating.

M Tell the bureau to notify any-
one who received your report in
the last six months that you are dis-
puting the information. The credit
bureaus will alert any employer
who has asked for the report in the
last two years.

mC can order a

Sguth Korean won (M
Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar)

“credit freeze” with all three

major credit bureaus (call the
same numbers as above). This
requires lenders, retailers, utili-
ties and other businesses to get
special access to your credit re-
port through a PIN-based sys-
tem and helps prevent anyone
from getting any new loans and
credit in your name. Vermont,
Texas and Louisiana have simi-
lar freeze laws going into effect
later this year, and bills have
been introduced in 12 other
states.

M Call credit card companies
rectly. Although financial institu-
tions are supposed to see your
fraud alerts, the data isn’t always
shared immediately. Credit card
companies generally forgive con-
sumers for fraudulent transactions
but late payments — even on cred-
it cards you didn’t open — can dam-
age your rating.

W Fill out fraud affidavits for
creditors. The Federal Trade Com-
mission provides a form that many
creditors accept.

M If your credit cards have been
used fraudulently, get replace-
ments with new account numbers
and close your old accounts.

W Monitor mail for any suspi-
cious increase or decrease in vol-
ume or strange bills, and be on the
lookout particularly for
change-of-address forms. The post
office must send notifications to
your old and new addresses if
someone tries to change your mail-
ing address — a major tip-off that
you've been victimized.

W If debt collectors demand pay-
ment of fraudulent accounts, write
down the name of the company,
the collector’s name, phone num-
ber and address. Tell the collector
you're a victim of fraud.

MW Send a letter with the FTC
form filled out.

Germ:

ents and Sensibil

Money tip of the day

MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Come tax
time, it can be a pain to gather
all your important financial doc-
uments together. And tax time is
aprime time of year for addition-
al headaches — caused by identi-
ty thieves who may be out to
steal such vital information.

Smart storage and document
disposal are especially impor-
tant in the weeks before you file
your income tax return, reports
the National Crime Prevention
Council (www.ncpe.org). The
key is to keep what you really
need, while disposing of the rest
ina safe manner.

and savings plan

statements: Keep quarterly ac-
count until you re-

Name Vol (00) lLast Chg Chg|Name Vol @) Last chg
T 160908 800 189 1205 -8 [Bogenide L7062 3865 2.
cint - dsseds 307 07 T 4| Nadiooh s nz -
Nor i dssl 268 13 1081 11| Moosh s 2516
Boonbl 3088 6931 135 [SPE o8 3|Siss s ss
TmWam 347000 73 03 s el iy 233
My T8 345l 8 G620 MSuph s 191
o s o g
et T 113 | orce w1
gy e a1 s i T3 18| A WS 1 Korea, Germany, the
Genfhc 197 320 42| Cimon s L -1l Sien B 4z Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange ra!es
ny), check with your local military bank
Key DEFENSE STOCKS Key MuTuaL Funps ing'facility. Commercial rates are inter-
YD YD gan_k rates Drov\d:ﬂ lfor referenc? when
Uying currency. All figures are foreign
ame Div PE Last Chg%Chg | Name NAV_ Cho. %Ret | curencies to one dolla. except for thi
Allant Technosystem . 17 6923 -50 459 el st Gl 6 -8 12 British pound, which is represented in
\rmor Holdings . 16 399 40 -151 idelity Invest: GroCo 5381 96 40 dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
oeing. 100 24 5497 -0 462 AmelCemurylnv mm 2813 -10 26 dollars-to-euro.)
omputerScences o 13 4623 443 180 | ety Spatan b S
ioerosnos 6 10 % 8 6 | pemeikame B8 h 4
S i
Cenera Becie. 88 2 B2 41 iy T R
Halbrton 2. B8 o+l | Aivesmenskconds 28 5 o
Hars o, @8 i e | e s
Nieg St B3 omg 2 Ovsea B m as
CiCommnaions 30 3 100 G0t 18 | Relyabeoradwr o 8 43
Cockheed Vi 190 71 %2 o 46s | RgbAvsoLeant 86 3 43
NorthrpG s 92 171 5290 01 27 szuuwrunnss Gmlmﬁ 2180 13 -5
Raytheon 80 41 3824 .35 15 Eqty p 856 01 413
Rnckmﬂ\ml 86 24 6215 15 +254 mmm;«menm cnmAp 1295 -0+l
Cor. I vemes A WengAp 178 3 LT
i A e T R
Toron ne. i ] fhis  dsas  em a7
Unedecholoes 176 18 998 114 T4 | Py Admeork-Oveat 188 01 16
By a7l
ddmstikes s W G| o
enllbpdpbsovite. o W | 3%ea
cudder Funs S Dve ST
Putnam Funds & GIGVA p e 8 i Suurces The Associated Press, Bank ul

ceive the annual summary.
Once you're sure the summary

Keeping documents safe

is accurate, you can shred the
quarterly statements.

Bank records: Keep cancelled
checks related to taxes, business
expenses (deductible or for
which you will be reimbursed),
major ~ purchases and hous-
ing/mortgage payment:

Bllls Generally keep bills

you have received can-
celled checks from the pay-
ments. Then shred the bill.

Payroll stubs: Keep all your
payroll stubs until you get your
W-2, which summarizes your
wages received and taxes taken
out. You'll receive one form for
each employer you've had in the
past year. Then you can safely
shred the stubs.

Credit-card statements: Each
month, keep your receipts for all
transactions until you get your
monthly statement. Compare the
receipts with your statement.
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Horoscope

Sagittarius lunar energy ignites
fire in the soul. The effort it took to
research, explore and embrace the
new is now no effort at all
— the process is as natural
as waking up in the morn-
ing. Without fear holding us
back, we can leap into the
air without a thought or
worry about where we'll
land. The landing plans
itself as it happens.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(March 2). You have much
to be proud of this year.
Know your mission, and
promote it heavily in the
next 10 weeks — financial wins and
career opportunities are a direct
result of your public relations. Work
on yourself in a structured environ-
ment through April and May. Your
personal life blossoms with new
confidence. Likely partners are
Cancer and Leo.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). A
reality check is featured. This is a
momentary blow to pride but ulti-
mately a breakthrough. Work to
eliminate the self-imposed restric-
tions that have kept you telling the
'same sob story over and over.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Recent changes have made it impos-
sible for you to go about your busi-
ness in the same manner as before.
But you're feeling brave about your
new life. As an exercise, command
an audience — take over a room.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Your heart is in the right place. Stil,
there’s a charmingly misbegotten
quality to the day’s endeavors. One
can almost hear Paul Simon softly
crooning in the background, “Still
crazy after all these years.”

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
The conventional method isn't going
to work, period. You'll know you're
on the right track when you field
your share of sideways glances, like
you've got poppy seeds stuck in
your teeth.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You'l
have to build up your nerve and
then rebuid it. Anxiousness is a

Hollday Mathis

good sign, though. It means you've
got enough going on in your lfe to
really care about what is at stake.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Modem life has modem challenges.
If you're not frustrated by technology
‘today, perhaps its a sign
that you should be up-
grading. Maybe it's time
to get your own Web site
— and learn how to use
it.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Your
“resume” precedes you,
both in romance and in
business. When friends
have something wonder-
ful to say about you, your
stock goes up! This
afternoon, plant more seeds for
future connections.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Tasks that used to go quickly seem
to be taking longer — it's because
you care more about the outcome.
Just because you obsess over a
project doesn't mean it will tum out
better. In fact, the opposite may be
true.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Something important comes
out of all your clowning around.
Others just wouldn't understand.
One can never underestimate the
role of whimsy, mischief and magic
in the life of a Sagittarius.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You've cultivated a certain
degree of confidence, and seeing
how well it works, now you'll go
even further. First, you'll think confi-
dent thoughts, then, you'll write
confident words, and finally, you'll
take confident action.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
The intersection of two sectors of
your lie is featured — probably two
distinct worlds that you unconscious-
Iy have been trying to keep sepa-
rate. Worry not. You'll be accepted.
There s no danger.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Your superior charm and grace are
featured. Put them to good use by
thanking all of the people who have
allowed you to get where you are.
This can be done in thought, deed
or word — it all counts.
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Privacy a hospital patient’s choice

Dear Abby: 1 am a nursing
supervisor in a large hospital.
There is a policy in hospitals that
the public does not understand,
and it has caused more than a
few problems.

Because of privacy laws, all
patients admitted to the hospital
must be asked if they
want to be a “privacy
patient” or a “no publici-
ty patient.” If they an-
swer yes to that question,
it means that if anyone
calls, or comes to the
hospital, we cannot even
acknowledge that the
patient is here. We must
say, “I don’t have a pa-
tient listed by that
name.”

Not surprisingly, this
often upsets friends and
family members. So please,
Abby, remind your readers about
the privacy laws. We are not
purposely lying to anyone; we
are just following the patient's
instructions and obeying the
rules.

— Frustrated Nurse
in Ironton, Ohio

Dear Abby

Dear Frustrated: Thank YOU
for injecting an important dose of
reality. While some patients may
‘welcome visitors, many more do
not. One solution is to assign a
particular relative or friend to be

the “minister of information.

Dear Abby: When
my husband’s grand-
mother died two years
ago, my mother-in-law,
“Shirley,” told us we
could go through the
items left in her moth-
er’s house, take what
we wanted, and then
discard the rest. I took
mostly kitchen stuff —
mainly pots and pans.
My birthday was last
week and I had to work
late, so Shirley came
over and cooked dinner for me. A
couple of days later, I was going
to cook some lasagna and take it
to her home, but after searching
high and low, I was unable to
locate a particular dish I used.
Finally, after going through every
cupboard, I called Shirley to ask
where she had put it. She then

informed me that since it was her
mother’s dish, she had taken it.

T was upset and told her I
wanted it back. Shirley told me
no and hung up on me! My moth-
er-in-law has not spoken to me
since, and now she’s fighting with
my husband because he stood up
to defend me.

1 don’t want a lasagna dish to
divide my family, but I refuse to
be treated this way. How would
you have handled this situation?

— Offended in Odessa, Texas

Dear Offended: Your moth-
er-in-law was wrong to take the
dish without asking or letting you
know. However, it’s possible the
item has some sentimental mean-
ing to her.

Bearing that in mind, and in
the interest of family harmony,
I'd have written Shirley a note
telling her that she's welcome to
it — and then I'd have gone out
and bought myself another lasa-
gna pan.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Jokes too crude for polite company

Dear Annie: once
again, we've endured an
unpleasant visit from my
boyfriend’s daughter,
“Mitzi,” and her husband,
“Boris.” Mitzi is OK, but
Boris is intolerable. Unfor-
tunately, Mitzi apparently
sees nothing wrong with
her husband’s behavior.
She will occasionally tell
him to “shush,” but that’s
about it.

Every time we are in
Boris’ company, he ex-
pounds about bathroom proce-
dures and tells jokes about every-
thing anal. One time, my boy-
friend had a private conversation
with Mitzi about her husband,
and she broke into tears and
defended him. She said that he
expects us to laugh at his stories.
Tadmit, when I first met him six
years ago, he would make mild
allusions about some vulgarity in
a recent movie, and it could be
amusing. But now it occurs every
time we are in their company,
and it’s becoming more and more
disgusting.

Mitzi was not raised this way,

Annie’s Mailbox

and we can’t under-
stand why she isn’t
embarrassed. We have
asked Boris to refrain
from this kind of talk,
but he just ignores us
— Disgusted in Florida
Dear Disgusted: You
must be more forceful.
Whenever Boris starts
one of his stories, stop
him midstream, and
say you aren’t interest-
ed in listening to such
vulgarity and to please
talk about something else. If he
won't stop, you can ask him to
leave, or you can get up and
walk out of the room. Boris con-
tinues to do this because you put
up with it and he doesn’t respect
you. Mitzi defends him because
she IS embarrassed, but thinks
this is the way to be “supportive”
of her husband. She is mistaken.

Dear Annie: 1am “Scared to
Death,” who wrote about my
husband, “Chet,” who watched
incest porn. After reading the
responses you printed, I thought
you might appreciate an update.

First, none of Chet’s porn ever
involved minors. After my letter
was printed, I followed your
advice and demanded that Chet
attend counseling with me. Chet
was diagnosed with sexual addic-
tion, and like any addiction, the
need escalates, along with the
desire for more exciting forms.
But addictions can be managed,
and the addict can live a normal
life through hard work and dedi-
cation to being healthy again.

Chet voluntarily turned over
his Internet password to me, we
no longer have porn in the house,
and he is a new man. Getting his
addiction under control has
made him stronger and happier.
T'm glad I stayed.

— Still Chet’s Wife

Dear Chet’s Wife: We're glad
you stayed, too, because it gives
Chet a reason to stay clean and
be a better man. We want to be-
lieve the two of you will make it.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to

JUM
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Former first-rounder
Terrell cut by Bears

The Associated Press

David Terrell is a former
first-rounder without a job — for
Now.

The wide receiver, who was the
eighth pick in the 2001 draft, was
released by the Chicago Bears on
Monday as NFL teams prepared
for the start of free agency by cut-
ting veterans to get under the sala-
ry cap.

Terrell became expendable
when the Bears signed veteran
Muhsin  Muhammad, released
last week by the Panthers after an
All-Pro season.

“It is unfortunate things didn’t
turn out better for David in Chica-
20,” General Manager Jerry An-
gelo said. “The bottom line was
we needed an upgrade at the re-
ceiver position. We were able to
add a Pro Bowl wideout this past
weekend, and those types of
moves can affect others on the
team.”

Terrell, who had another year
left on his contract, was joined on
the temporary unemployment
line by Cleveland safety Robert
Griffith, 36-year-old linebacker
Roman Phifer of New England,
and three Atlanta defensive play-
ers who have been starters much
of their careers: Travis Hall, Ed
Jasper and Cory Hall.

Carolina cut 39-year-old back-
up quarterback Rodney Peete
and San Diego released defensive
tackle Jason Fisk.

The free agency and trading pe-
riod begins Wednesday.

Terrell started 15 games last
season and led the Bears with a
career-high 699 yards receiving
on 42 receptions with one touch-
down. Over four years with the
team, he totaled 128 receptions,
1,602 yards receiving and nine
touchdowns.

“We felt it was in our best inter-
est, and David’s, to let him go
now,” Angelo said. “He will have
the advantage of the full free
agency period to find another
team and I know many will be in-
terested.”

Atlanta cut $5 million from the
team’s salary cap by releasing de-
fensive linemen Travis Hall and
Jasper and safety Cory Hall.

ravis Hall started 13 or more
games six times in 10 seasons
with Atlanta. Jasper started 12
games last season and both of the
Falcons’ playoff games. Cory Hall
started 23 of the 25 games he
spent with Atlanta after being
signed two years ago as a free
agent from Cincinnati.

“Once the cap settles down, I
would not rule out the possibility
of one or all of these guys being
back with us as part of the 2005
Falcons,” Falcons General Man-
ager Rich McKay said.

Phifer played with the Rams in
Los Angeles and St. Louis for
eight seasons after being a sec-
ond-round pick in the 1991 draft.
He went to the New York Jets as
a free agent before joining the Pa-
triots in 2001.

Griffith, 34, led the Browns in
tackles last season with 157. In
three seasons after signing with
Cleveland from Minnesota, he
started 44 games and had 408
tackles, six interceptions, two
fumble recoveries and one sack.

The Buccaneers restructured
the contract of fullback Mike Als-
tott as part of the team’s effort to
pare about $17 million from the
payroll. Alstott, a six-time Pro
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Suit against Romanowski
by ex-Raider heads to trial

BY JANIE MCCAULEY
The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — Former Raiders linebacker
Bill Romanowski ended Marcus Williams’ NFL ca-
reer two years ago when he ripped off his team-
mate’s helmet and punched the second-year tight
end in the face during a practice drill.

Romanowski's long history of bad behavior on the
field has landed him in a courtroom, where Will-
iams is suing the linebacker.

Williams is seeking damages of $3.8 million for al-
leged battery, negligence and intentional infliction
of emotional distress. The blow he took Aug. 24,
2003, broke a bone around his left eye and also in-
jured his brain. His football career ended at age 27.

Romanowski, known for fanatical behavior dur-
ing his 16 NFL seasons, apologized publicly several
days after the altercation.

“I'hold myself accountable,” Romanowski said af-
terward. “It was a classless move by me.”

Williams wasn’t satisfied and filed the civil law-
suit. The case, which was scheduled to begin Tues-
day in Alameda County Superior Court and could
last several weeks, will focus on the consequences of
Romanowksi’s actions on Williams’ career.

Potential witnesses include Romanowski's former
teammates, Jerry Rice and Ronnie Lott, former
Raiders Coach Bill Callahan, and Williams’ agent,

Cases in which professional sports teammates sue
each other are rare.

“I did not find a situation where one teammate
has injured another teammate during a practice in
this way,” said Williams’ attorney, James Brosnah-
an, after the original complaint was filed. “And for
good reason. Teammates have to treat each other
with respect.”

The Raiders have long been known as the bad
boys of the NFL, and they seemed to start spinning

out of control following the
fight between Romanowski and
Williams. The team was com-
ing off an embarrassing 48-21
Super Bowl loss and headed
into a lousy 4-12 season, the
worst collapse in NFL hlstory
for a team that had just played
for the title.

Running back Tyrone Wheat-
ley said few players saw the al-
tercation because it happened
when the linebackers and tight
ends were together for a drill.

“I think because of the type of season 2003 was,
and that was part of it, it makes it just that much
more of a spectacle,” Wheatley told The AP in a tele-
phone interview Mon

'Romanowski, released by the Raiders last March
after failing a physical, has a long history of scrapes
with opponents and others.

ne of his more well-publicized incidents came in
December 1997, when he spit in the face of San Fran-
cisco 49ers receiver J.J. Stokes while playing for the
Denver Broncos in a nationally televised game.

Romanowski was fined $7,500 by the NFL — one
of several fines for his behavior during his career.

Romanowski was called a racist for that episode.
He also has been called a headhunter for his vicious
helmet-to-helmet hit in 1997 on Kerry Collins, who
now quarterbacks the Raiders. Romanowski was
fined $42,500 in 1999 alone. He’s been accused of il-
legally obtaining prescription diet drugs and using
steroids.

For years, Romanowski, 38, has been an advocate
of performance-enhancing substances, even carry-
ing a briefcase of supplements into the locker room.

Williams played in 13 games as an undrafted free
agent as a rookie during the team’s Super Bowl sea-
son. He was used primarily on special teams but was
trying to earn a regular position before the injury.

Romanowski

Bowler, was to earn $2
million in 2005. After missing
most of 2003 with a neck strain,
he averaged 3.4 yards per carry
while rushing for 230 yards and
two touchdowns last season while
being limited by a knee injury.
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Combine doesn’t yield consensus

BY JIM THOMAS rated, espe- to big brother Peyton Manning in

St. Louis Post-Dispatch clally thejun-  1998. But there’s no Manning in

jors, thanT've  this year's draft pool, and no quar-

INDIANAPOLIS — For NFL ever seen.” terback who looks to be No. 1 cali-
coaches, scouts and personnel ex- Taylor, a ber at the moment.

ecutives working on the draft, safety, was  Although sure first-rounders,

this is the time of year when they taken  fifth and highly regarded, no one

can fall victim to paralysis by overall by seems to be hailing California’s

analysis. Washington Aaron Rodgers or Utah’s Alex

“This is what I call the Silly Sea- in last year’s Smith as the second coming of

son,” Cleveland Browns General raft. Win-  Manning (Peyton or Eli). Or the

Manager Phil Savage said. “The
fog of confusion — all of that
starts right now . .. and runs all
the way to the moment you turn
in the [draft] card on a player.”

Trouble is, things seem foggier
and sillier than usual. Normally,
by the time the NFL scouting com-
bine winds down in Indianapolis,
some sort of consensus has begun
to emerge — not only on the No. 1
overall pick, but also on how the
top 10 players in the draft might
shake out.

But that's not the case this year.
After the combine, not much has
crystallized at the top.

“There’s no question about
that,” Houston General Manager
Charley Casserly said. “You
could see it in the fall when I was
out scouting.”

Since then, the infusion of tal-
ent from the junior class of early
draft entries has further muddled
the picture.

“We have an excellent junior
class, but I don’t know that we
have any Kellen Winslows or
Sean Taylors in this class,” Cas-
serly said. “This thing is all over
the place. People have more varia-
tion of how they have players

slow, a tight end, was taken sixth
by Cleveland.

Whether it’s juniors or seniors
who are being evaluated, Tennes-
see General Manager Floyd
Reese says the top of the draft is
“hazier” than usual.

“If you were to ask 10 different
GMs, or directors, or whatever,
as to the top three or four or five
players, you might get 50 differ-
ent answers,” Reese said. “I think
part of that has to do with the fact
that I think the draft from an over-
all scheme is moving more fo-
ward need.

“Which means if you're looking
for a tackle, the kid at Florida
State [offensive tackle Alex Bar-
ron] looks better than if you're
looking for a receiver, where the
kid at Michigan [wide receiver
Braylon Edwards] might look bet-

Andif you're looking for a run-
ning back, somebody else will
look better. And in each one of
those different scenarios, that kid
pops into the top two or three.”

Quarterbacks have been the
No. 1 overall pick in the past four
drafts, and in six of the past seven
— from Eli Manning in 2004 back

next Michael Vick (the No. 1 over-
all pick in 2001). Or even Carson
Palmer (No. 1 in 2003) or David
Carr (No. 1 in 2002).

And that could make things dif-
ficult for San Francisco, which
has the No. 1 overall pick this
year, compliments of its 2-14
record last season. The 49rs
need a quarterback, but are Rodg-
ers and Smith really worth a No.
12 Neither QB threw at the com-
bine, meaning any further judg-
ment must wait until their cam-
pus workouts later this month.
Which leads to continued fog at
the top, even if the 49ers wanted
to trade out of the pick.

Even if they don’t go No. 1,
Rodgers and Smith almost cer-
tainly figure to break into the top
10. Edwards, too, at wide receiv-

er.

But the overall consensus
seems to be that there are fewer
blue-chip prospects than usual in
the 2005 draft, making any kind
of pecking order more difficult to
establish.

As Buffalo GM Tom Donahoe
said, “All drafts are crapshoots,
but this one may be more so than
alot of others.”
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Ankiel shaky in second spring session

The Associated Press

Just days after he had batters
flailing, it was Rick Ankiel who

was struggling.
The St. Louis Cardinals
left-hander threw just three

strikes in 26 batting practice
pitches Monday, a big drop-off
from Friday, when he faced hit-
ters for the first time in spring
training and stymied hitters in a
40-pitch session.

Ankiel refused to place too
much impor-
tance on his
trouble find-
ing the plate.

“I'm a little
frustrated, but
I have to think
positive,” Ankiel said from train-
ing camp in Jupiter, Fla.

Trying to earn a spot on the
staff, he had looked steady in ear-
lier outings. But he couldn’t
match that Monday.

“He was a lmle out of whack,
but he wasn’t missing by much,”
Cardinals manager Tony La
Russa said. “That happens to a lot
of pitchers. It isn't anything that
we are worried about.”

Ankiel arrived in 2000 at age 19
with a mid-90s fastball and a
nasty curve that then-teammate
Mark McGwire nicknamed the

“snapdragon.”

He earned 11 victories and re-
corded more than a strikeout per
inning before wildness and an

roundup

Boston Red Sox.
Also, closer Jason Isringhaus-

“I don’t want one,” Sheffield
said Monday. “When this is over,

Cardinals pitcher Rick Ankiel struggled from the mound on Monday after a solid outing last Friday.

said.

don’t want to rush me,”
“So in the back of their

tin Speier have already locked up
relief positions.

The Blue Jays also learned that
left-hander Ted Lilly (tendinitis
in his left shoulder) could start
throwing as early as Sunday.

At Peoria, Ariz., injury-prone
Mariners outfielder Chris Snel-
ling will undergo surgery Wednes-
day to repair a torn cartilage in
his left knee. He’s expected to be
out of action for six weeks.

Snelling tore a ligament in the
same knee during the 2001 sea-
son and missed the entire 2004
season because of operations on
his right hand and wrist.

At Tempe, Ariz., newly appoint-
ed Angels closer Frankie Rodrigu-
ez finally arrived at spring train-
ing after resolving visa problems
in his native Venezuela.

Rodriguez, 23, inherited the
role from longume closer Troy
Percival, who signed with the De-
troit Tigers.

At Surprise, Ariz., Pedro Asta-
cio and Ricardo Rodriguez, pitch-
ers the Texas Rangers hope will
be in their starting rotation,
threw scoreless innings in the
first intrasquad game of the
spring.

Rodriguez’s season ended in
July last year when his right
elbow was broken by a line drive.

Astacio, a  35-year-old
right-hander with one start since
shoulder surgery in 2003, signed

Miller . a free agent, He threw 13 pitch-

elbow injury derailed his career
for nearly three seasons.

uring the 2000 playoffs, he
threw nine wild pitches and
walked four batters in four in-
nings. Then came two elbow inju-
ries, the second requiring recon-
structive surgery that forced him
out for a year.

Ankiel appeared in five late-sea-
son games last year and earned
his first victory since early in the

1 season. La Russa briefly con-
sidered him for the postseason
roster, but the Cardinals reached
the World Series without him.

Their run ended when they
were swept in four straight by the

en, who had hip joint surgery in
the offseason, threw batting prac-
tice for 15 minutes. Outfielder
Larry Walker, who has been nurs-
ing a sore back, took part in drills
and batting practice.

At Tampa, Fla., Gary Sheffield
said he isn't interested in extend-
ing his contract with the New
York Yankees.

The slugging right fielder is in
the second season of a $39 mil-
lion, three-year contract. The Yan-
kees have a $13 million option for
the 2007 season, and Sheffield
wants to wait for this contract to
run out before considering a new
one.

that’s it. When this deal is done, T
don'tlook past it. I can’t predict if
somebody is going to want me.”

New York closer Mariano Riv-
era is also working his way back.
He threw 43 pitches in his first
batting practice session Monday,
and could pitch in a spring train-
ing game next week.

At Fort Myers, Fla., Red Sox
right-hander Wade Miller, who
hasn’t thrown off a mound since
last August because of a rotator
cuff injury, long-tossed from 210
feet.

He expects to throw an abbrevi-
ated bullpen session Tuesday.

“They want to take it slow, they

minds, the safest thing is proba-
bly starting the season on the DL
and getting some work in down

Mednwhlle third baseman Bill
Mueller is well ahead of schedule
as he recovers from arthroscopic
surgery on his right knee. He ex-
pected to play in exhibition
games around March 10.

At Dunedin, Fla., Toronto man-
ager John Gibbons said the Blue
Jays will carry 12 pitchers this
season, and only one spot is still
open in the bullpen.

Billy Koch, Scon Schoeneweis,
Jason Frasor, Kerry Ligtenberg,
Brandon League and closer Jus.

es, allowing only a one-out double
to outfielder Ramon Nivar.

He got his outs on a grounder
and two flyballs.

At Clearwater, Fla., Phillies
right-hander Vicente Padilla and
third baseman David Bell missed
camp because of injuries that
sidelined them in recent seasons.

Padilla had an MRI taken on
his pitching elbow and was diag-
nosed with triceps tendinitis.

Bell, who hasn’t participated in
a full day of workouts because of
back spasms, flew to Dallas on
Monday to have his back checked
out. He'll continue on to Los Ange-
les on Tuesday for another exam.

League expects to start new drug testing on Thursday

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Testing under baseball’s
new drug agreement will start Thursday,
according to the commissioner’s office.

Lawyers for players and owners have
been drafting the deal since they an-
nounced the agreement for tougher testing
on Jan. 13.

“We're going to be in the camps testing
starting the third of March, and I expect
the language to be wrapped up in the next
couple of days,” Rob Manfred, manage-
ment’s executive vice president for labor
relations, said Monday.

Michael Weiner, the union’s general
counsel, said the sides hoped to complete
the drafting before the testing starts.

Under the new rules, a players would be
suspended for 10 days for a first positive
test for a performance-enhancing drug, 30
days for a second positive test, 60 days for
athird and one year for a fourth. Under the
previous deal, a player who tested positive
for the first time received counseling, and
his name was not publicly revealed.

Hudson, Braves complete extension

KISSIMMEE, Fla. — The Atlanta
Braves completed a contract extension

with Tim Hudson on
Tuesday, locking up a
former 20-game winner
who could have become
a free agent at the end
of the season.

“It feels good to get it done,” Hudson
said, sitting at his locker before a spring
training workout.

Hudson was expected to get at least
three more guaranteed years, at an aver-
age salary of about $11 million. The
29-year-old right-hander will make $6.75
million this year.

Atlanta has secured the top two spots in
its rotation for at least two more seasons.
John Smoltz, another former 20-game win-
ner, worked out a new $20 million deal that
will keep him Atlanta through at least 2006.

Hudson, who has a career record of
92-39, was acquired from Oakland during
the offseason. The budget-conscious A’s
didn’t feel they could afford the pitcher
and didn’t want to lose him as a free agent.

Last season, Hudson went 12-6 with a
3.53 ERA in 27 starts, but spent a month on
the disabled list with an injury to his left
side.

Even before he was traded by the A’s,
Hudson set a March 1 deadline for discuss-

ing a contract extension because he didn’t
want to talk money during the season.
Padres, Peavy agree to four-year deal

PEORIA, Ariz. — Right-hander Jake
Peavy has agreed to a terms of a four-year
contract with the San Diego Padres.

San Diego, which holds an option for a
fifth year, plans to announce the deal after
obtaining an insurance policy on Peavy.

“Pm just glad its over, and we don’t have
to worry about it anymore” said Peavy,
who led the majors with a 2.27 ERA last
season. “You got one thing on your brain,
and that's getting people out and winning
ballgames. That’s what I'm excited about.”

The 23-year-old Peavy, who went 15-6
last year, could have accepted a one-year
deal worth about $500,000 and taken his
chances next winter in his first year of sala-
ry arbitration. But he opted for a long-term
deal with the team that drafted him in the
15th round out of high school in 1999.

Peavy’s agent, Barry Axelrod, said nego-
tiations were close to falling apart until
Peavy stepped in and agreed to extend the
length of the contract from three to four
years, with the option wiping out his first
year of free agency. As a concession, the
Padres agreed to include performance bo-

nuses and escalators that could increase
the value of the deal.

Anaheim appeals injunction denial

in Angels name change

ANAHEILM, Calif. — The city of Ana-
heim on Monday appealed a judge’s ruling
that would allow the Angels to continue
using the team’s new name, the Los Ange-
les Angels of Anaheim.

Superior Court Judge Peter Polos re-
fused last month to grant the city a prelimi-
nary injunction to block the team from
using Los Angeles in its name. He also de-
nied a request for a temporary restraining
order after the city sued the Angels, claim-
ing the name switch would violate the
team’s lease of the stadium. The judge,
however, said that the contract requires
only that Anaheim be included in the
name.

Court papers filed by attorneys repre-
senting the city said the name change has
already done enough damage to the city’s
image.

The team has maintained that the new
name would attract more fans, advertisers
and broadcast contracts by emphasizing its
connection to the nation’s second-largest
media market.
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Without Big Three, A’s focusing on big bats

Major changes to rotation likely to shift focus back to offensive output in Oakland

BY GREG BEACHAM
The Associated Press

PHOENIX — When Mark McG-
wire, Jason Giambi and Miguel
Tejada were swinging big bats in
Oakland, the Athletics were
known for their power.

As the sluggers left, the Colise-
um became a pitchers’ paradise,
with the Big Three winning
games and dominating headlines.

But now that Mark Mulder and
Tim Hudson are gone, offense
might be in vogue again with the
A’s. Eric Chavez hopes he’s lead-
ing the next generation of hitters
that will put the bash back in Oak-
land.

“I don’t know what kind of
team we're going to be, but I
know we've got a lot of guys in
this lineup that are ready to step
up,” Chavez said. “This could be
the first chapter in the next step
for this team. I don’t know how
long it will take, but I think this
will be a lineup that people are
going to notice.”

With Hudson, Mulder and
Barry Zito in the rotation, as well
as a succession of solid No. 4 start-
ers, quality pitching was never
more than a day away for the A’s
in recent years. Oakland relied on
its big arms while its run produc-
tion declined for three straight
seasons from 2001-03, even
though the A’s made the playoffs
each year.

‘Oakland third baseman Eric Chavez had 29 homers and 77 RBIs last season despite missing a month.

But general manager Billy
Beane was forced to trade Hud-
son and Mulder in a pre-emptive
strike against the annual growth
of his small-market club’s pay-
roll. Instead of signing the two
pitchers to big contract exten-
sions, Beane was able to keep to-
gether the rest of his club’s core
while adding catcher Jason Ken-
dall and providing openings for
'youngsters ready to move up.

“Billy has the answer. He said
he traded those two guys for real-
ly good prospects who are going
to get the job done,” designated
hitter Erubiel Durazo said. “T
think we're going to be good. A lot
of guys who want to play in the
big leagues are going to get a
chance. It’s going to be different.

“Oakland used to depend on
three guys. Now it’s depending on
a lot of guys. There are a lot of

new faces.”

Though Oakland struggled to
score consistently last season,
there are several reasons to be-
lieve the A’s might be a budding
offensive force.

Chavez, who signed a six-year
contract last spring, had 29 hom-
ers and 77 RBIs last season de-
spite missing a month with a bro-
ken hand. He is mature and expe-
rienced, seemingly ready to be

the heart of Oakland’s lineup for
years.

Several returning A’s enjoyed
the best offensive seasons of their
careers in 2004, including Durazo
(.321, 22 homers, 88 RBIs), Mark
Kotsay (314, 15 homers, 63
RBIs), Scott Hatteberg (.284, 15
homers, 82 RBIs), Eric Byrnes
(283, 20 homers, 73 RBIs) and, of
course, AL rookie of the year
Bobby Crosby (239, 22 homers,
64 RBIs).

Manager Ken Macha is cau-
tiously confident those strides
will continue this season with the
addition of Kendall, the versatile
former  Pittsburgh  catcher.
Though the A’s don’t have many
natural power hitters, their start-
ing lineup is largely set with only
a three-way battle at second base
and a possible shuffle in the out-
field looming.

And perhaps the Slingin’ A’s of
recent seasons will someday re-
semble the Swingin’ A’s of past
eras in Oakland.

“Obviously, the team at this
point doesn’t have an identity like
it has in the past,” said Kotsay,
who excelled as a leadoff hitter in
his first season in Oakland. “It
could be a good thing. There are a
lot of guys in this clubhouse who
are just good baseball players.
We'll see which direction this
club goes. If we can be an offen-
sive club, great.”

Report: More sexual assault allegations at CU

The Associated Press

DENVER — Two female athlet-
ic trainers told a grand jury inves-
tigating the University of Colo-
rado football recruiting scandal
that they were sexually assaulted
by an assistant coach, according
to a report obtained by The Den-
ver Post and KUSA-TV.

The panel’s investigation also
uncovered a “slush fund” fi-
nanced by coach Gary Barnett’s
Football Technique School.

One of the women also said she
was “coerced to perform sexual
favors for players and recruits re-
peatedly over a two-year period,”
according to the report obtained
Monday. The woman said she
was pressured to have sex with a
recruit in a hotel room full of play-
ers. It wasn't immediately clear
why the panel failed to issue
more indictments.

Money was kept in “16 or 17"
cash boxes, with each managed
by a different person with little
oversight, the Post reported.

CU director of football opera-
tions David Hansburg “told the
grand jury that up to $2,500 could
be missing, but not missed,” the
report says, “All funds were avail-
able to employees of the football
program” and “all funds were
available to coach Barnett to use
in his discretion.”

Barnett told the grand j jury that
“the school received only income
from the registration fees of (foot-
ball camp) participants,” the re-
port says.

The grand jury, which finished

Sports briefs

meeting Aug. 19, handed up just
one indictment, accusing former
football recruiting aide Nathan
Maxcey of soliciting for a prosti-
tute for himself. Former call girl
Pasha Cowan has said Maxcey
paid her $2,500 for three call girls
to visit “very young, very athletic
men” at Boulder-area hotels,
though Maxcey has said any solic-
itation was for him.

The report concurred with an
independent commission’s find-
ing last year that players used
sex, alcohol and marijuana as re-
cruiting tools wllhoul the football

staff

Report: Lemieux likely to skip
hockey world champlonshlps

PITTSBURGH — Mario Le-
mieux will likely skip the upcom-
ing hockey world championships
in Austria, but the player-owner
of the Pittsburgh Penguins hasn’t
ruled it out completely.

Lemieux told The Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette that it would be diffi-
cult for him to get ready for the
tournament that runs from April
30-May 15 since he hasn’t played
this season due to the NHL lock-
out.

“I'm not sure it would be in my
best interest — or in Team Cana-
da’s best interest — to have play-
ers there who haven’t played the
whole year,” Lemieux told the

it. But the report sald officials’ de-
nial of knowledge about the prac-
tices “demonstrates either con-
scious disregard of these circum-
stances or a lack of oversight of re-
cruiting practices.”

In a statement provided by the
CU athletic department, Barnett
said: “I am sure there are things
I'd like to refute, but since this
has to do directly with the grand
jury investigation, I am bound by
law that I would not discuss my
testimony or anything that was
discussed by or included in the
grand jury report.”

Hansburg also declined com-
ment, citing state grand jury se-
crecy rules.

The report said Barnett and
Hansburg gave conflicting expla-
nations of the team’s finances.

. “That’s the way I feel
now. Maybe I'll change my mind,
but it would be very difficult to
play at that level, not having
played the whole year.”

Over players  joined
leagues in Europe to wait out the
lockout that forced the NHL to
cancel its entire season.

Tom McMillan, the Penguins’
vice president of communica-
tions, told The Associated Press
that Lemieux was not available
for an interview Monday.

Celebrities attend service
for Max Schmeling

HAMBURG, Germany — Sev-
eral hundred people joined sports
stars in a church Tuesday to pay
tribute to Max Schmeling, the
German boxing great who died
one month ago.

Schmeling was buried in a
small, private ceremony immedi-
ately after his death at 99 in his
hometown of Hollenstedt, near
Hamburg.

Soccer greats Franz Becken-
bauer and Uwe Seeler, one of
Schmeling’s  friends,  boxer
Wladimir Klitschko and former
‘Wimbledon champion Michael
Stich were among those who at-
tended the memorial service in
St. Michael Church in Hamburg
for Germany’s only world heavy-
weight champion.

Schmeling stunned the boxing
world when he knocked out Joe
Louis on June 19, 1936. But in a
rematch at Yankee Stadium on
June 22, 1938, Louis knocked out
Schmeling in the first round.

Kuznetsova upset
by wild card in Dubai

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates
— U.S. Open champion Svetlana
Kuznetsova lost in the second
round of the Dubai Open on Tues-
day, a 6-4, 6-2 defeat to Indian
wild card Sania Mirza.

Mirza, who last month became
the first Indian woman to win a
WTA Tour title, is ranked No. 97.
Kuznetsova, a Russian ranked
No. 7, was last year’s Dubai run-
ner-up and had a first-round bye.

Also ousted was sixth-seeded
Alicia Molik of Australia, who
was stopped by Daniela Hantu-
chova of Slovakia 7-6 (8), 6-2 in
the first round. Molik was the
Qatar Open runner-up last week-
end.

Europe may
appoint next
two captains
for Ryder Cup

The Associated Press

LONDON — Ian Woosnam
and Nick Faldo might be
picked this week as Europe’s
Ryder Cup captains: the Welsh-
‘man for 2006 and the English-
man for 2008.

The European Tour’s tourna-
ment committee could make
the unprecedented double ap-
pointment on Wednesday in
Dubai on the eve of the Desert
Classic.

“rd be happy to do it in
2008,” Faldo said at last
week’s Match Play Champion-
ship in California. “If that’s the
way they want it, then OK. If
they are going to name two of
us, then that's OK, too.”

Selecting both would be a
compromise to avoid snubbing
Faldo.

The 47-year-old Englishman
is the most successful British
golfer of his generation, with
victories in six majors and 11
appearances in the Ryder Cup.

Woosnam, who turns 47 on
Wednesday, is the 1991 Mas-
ters champion and an
eight-time Ryder Cup player.
He was an assistant to Sam
Torrance on the 2002 Europe-
an team and is widely favored
to lead the team for 2006.
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Duncan sends Gund out with familiar loss

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Gordon Gund’s last
game as owner of the Cleveland Cavaliers
had a familiar ending: a buzzer-beating
shot by a star player. A stunned crowd. A
loss.

Tim Duncan made a wide-open 19-foot
jumper just before the final horn sounded,
giving the San Antonio Spurs a 94-92 victo-
ry Monday night over the Cavaliers, who
hoped to send Gund off as a winner.

Instead, Gund’s finale as majority owner
was painfully fitting.

During his 22 seasons with the Cava-
liers, his teams were beaten by some big
shots, most notably Michael Jordan’s jump-
er over Craig Ehlo in the first round of the
1989 Eastern Conference playoffs for the
Chicago Bulls.

Duncan’s completes a vicious cycle.

“We were able to take them down to the
wire,” LeBron James said. “That was a
great effort for us.”

Duncan’s game-winning shot concluded
a night that started miserably for the
All-Star forward. He missed his first seven
shots and didn’t score in the first 19 min-
utes. But with the game on the line, Dun-
can took a pass from Tony Parker, gath-
ered himself and calmly knocked down his
winner without a hand in his face.

“We run that play a
billion times,” Duncan

said. “So we're very
comfortable with  it.
I'Ol.ll'ldllp The shot felt good. Half-
way there, I knew it
was.”

After going 0O-for-7, Duncan went
9-for-10 from the floor, finishing with 20
points and 11 rebounds. Parker added 19
points, eight rebounds and 10 assists —
none bigger than his short pass to Duncan
after drawing Cavs center Zydrunas Ilgaus-
kas on a pick-and-roll.

“I couldn’t make anything early,” said
Duncan, who went 9-for-28 in a loss at
Cleveland last season. “I had some good
shots and good looks, but nothing was
going down for me. I was just going to stay
with it.”

During his final timeout, San Antonio
coach Gregg Popovich set up the play with
Duncan as the first option. As it turned out,
there was no need to go over any others.

“Tony ran it perfectly,” Popovich said.
“He was to look first to Tim, then if he
‘wasn’t open drive to the middle and either
take it to the rim and try to create or find
[Brent] Barry in the corner.”

Ilgauskas had 26 points and LeBron
James finished with 20 points, eight re-
bounds and seven assists for the Cavaliers,

who have lost four of five and are entering
a tough stretch of upcoming games.

Manu Ginobili, who finished with 17
points, could have put the Spurs up by four
points, but missed a pair of free throws
with 19.2 seconds to go.

The Cavaliers called timeout and after
an inbounds play, Spurs center Rasho Nest-
erovic left Ilgauskas wide open under-
neath. James whipped a pass to Cleve-
land’s big man, whose dunk tied it 92-92
with 14.2 seconds remaining.

“We had two guys on LeBron because
they were scared to death of him and right-
fully so, Popovich said. “It was a mis-

The Spurs still had more than enough
time to give their star a chance to win it.

Cleveland’s defense was late rotating to-
ward Duncan, who had time to set his feet,
measure the distance and drill it. San Anto-
nio’s bench erupted onto the Gund Arena
floor and swarmed Duncan.

Knicks 117, Lakers 115 (OT): Tim Tho-
mas scored a season-high 35 points, and
the Knicks recovered after blowing
10-point lead at home in the final 46 sec-
onds of regulation.

The victory was the third straight for the
Knicks, matching their longest winning
streak of the season. New York remained

in last place in the Atlantic Division, but
pulled within five games of the first-place
Boston Celtics.

Kobe Bryant forced overtime by making
a three-pointer with 4.4 seconds left in reg-
ulation, and scored 30 points with eight as-
sists and five rebounds.

Michael Sweetney tied his career high
with 19 points and grabbed a career-high
12 rebounds.

Jazz 87, Clippers 86: Mehmet Okur con-
verted a three-point play with 21.7 seconds
remaining and Utah held for the home vic-
tory when Los Angeles’ Bobby Simmons
missed a layup at the buzzer.

The Jazz won back-to-back games for
the first time in a month and a half.

With the win, Utah’s Jerry Sloan passed
Dick Motta for sevenlh in NBA coaching
victories with 6.

Simmons led the Clippers with 17 points,
including a three-| pmmer to get Los Ange-
les within a point in the last 10 seconds.

Mavericks 90, Homets 86: At Dallas,
Dirk Nowitzki bcnred 28 points, including a
key jumper and two free throws in the fin:
minute, and the Mavericks hung on to beat
the team with the worst record in the West-
ern Conference.

‘The Mavericks have won seven of eight.

Nowitzki, who's been bothered by a sore
right hamstring, had 13 points in the final
quarter.
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Cavs to announce sale to Gilbert

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND —  LeBron
James will soon have a new boss.

Detroit mortgage mogul Dan
Gilbert was to be introduced as
the Cleveland Cavaliers next
owner on Tuesday. The club
scheduled an afternoon news con-
ference at Gund Arena to intro-
duce Gilbert, who purchased the
club for $375 million, and an-
nounce the ownership transfer.

On Monday, the NBA’s board of
governors concluded its vote to
approve the sale to the
42-year-old Gilbert. He needed
the consent of 23 of the league’s
30 owners to assume control of
the team, which Gordon Gund
has owned since 1983.

Gund is staying on as a minori-
ty owner in a group that includes
Grammy Award-winning R&B
artist Usher. Gund will retain at
least a 10-percent stake in the
club.

During the first quarter of Mon-
day night’s game against the San
Antonio Spurs, Gund, who is
blind, walked to mid-court accom-
panied by his wife, Lulie, and his
brother, George, and thanked
Cleveland fans for their support.

“We’re about to kick back now
and become enthusiastic fans like
all of you,” said Gund, who was
then given a standing ovation.

Usher’s interest has James ex-
cited.

“That's pretty good that a per-
son like that would even know
about our franchise,” James said.
“It’s great that a person like that
would want to be part of Cleve-
land basketball. I don’t know any-
thing better.”

Gilbert, founder of Livonia,
Mich.-based Quicken Loans, the
nation’s largest online mortgage
company, finalized his deal to buy
the Cavaliers and the controlling
rights to their downtown arena
from Gund on Jan. 3.

Since then, Gilbert has been as-

B B
NBA|

sembling an ownership group
that includes David B. Katzi

vice chairman of Quicken Loans,
Gund and Usher.

Mourning finally signs with Heat

MIAMI — Alonzo Mourning
and the Miami Heat finally are to-
gether again.

Mourning signed a contract
Tuesday and practiced with the
team in Miami, where he spent
eight seasons — a stint twice inter-
rupted by kidney disease. He’s ex-
pected to make about $325,000
for the rest of the season, based
on a prorated share of 1.1
million minimum veteran con-
tract.

Mourning might be in uniform
‘Thursday when Miami visits New
Jersey. He averaged 10.4 points
and 7.1 rebounds in 18 games for
the Nels earlier this season.

clear space for the

fs

who played only 27 minutes since
Dec. 4 and was displeased with
his diminished role.

The Mourning deal has been
long expected, but was delayed
by negotiations with Person on a
buyout.

Bryant deposi
prompts settlement speculation

DENVER — Attorneys in the
sexual assault lawsuit against
Kobe Bryant said Monday a
long-awaited deposition by Lhe
NBA star was postponed, prompt-
ing speculation a settlement is in
the works.

Bryant was to face a full day of
questioning on Friday by L. Lin
‘Wood John Clune, attorneys
for Bryant's 20-year-old accuser,
but Wood said the session was
called off after his team arrived

in Orange County, Calif,, for the
meeting.

The deposition — where attor-
neys question a party to a lawsuit
before trial, without a judge
present — would have been the
first time Bryant had spoken
under oath about what happened.

Wood declined further com-
ment. Clune and Bryant’s lead at-
torney Pamela Mackey did not im-
mediately return c:

“It sounds like snmehudy s talk-
ing numbers,” said veteran plain-
tiff’s attorney Mel Hewitt of Atlan-
ta. “We do that in a lot of cases.
We'll push for the deposition
knowing they don’t want to talk to
us and hopefully that makes some-
body want to drag their check-
book out.

He said the deposition might
also have been postponed for a
simpler reason, such as an illness.

U.S. District Judge Richard
Matsch previously refused to bar
the woman’s lawyers from asking
Bryant about his sexual history.

e said he would handle any ob-
jections to the questions after-

Denver attorney Dan Recht
said that ruling may help put pres-
sure on Bryant to settle.

“In this case, because of the
publicity value of it all, it does in
fact apply pressure to ‘the defen-
dant to consider serious negotia-
tions,” Recht said.

Clippers claim K. Anderson
SALT LAKE CITY — The Los
Angeles Clippers claimed veter-
i enny derson

Anderson was wawed by Atlan-
ta on Thursday, the same day the
Hawks sent Antoine Walker to
Boston in a trade with the Celtics.

Anderson averaged just 18.4
minutes in 39 games for the
Hawks this season. Anderson has
averaged points and 6.1 as-
sists in his 14ryear career with
the Trail Blazers, Nets, Celtics,
Hornets and Pacers.
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Not all schools give NCAA report high marks

New formula creates accountability
for academic progress of college athletes

BY MICHAEL MAROT
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — The NCAA
had barely released its first re-
port on teams’ academic progress
rates when the complaints began.

“We’d be remiss if we didn’t ex-
press at least some concern that
there are any number of flaws in
this methodology,” Oklahoma ath-
letic director Joe Castiglione said.

The NCAA wants to hold
schools more accountable for aca-
demic progress of student-ath-
letes with a formula that tracks el-
igibility and retention. According
to the report released Monday,
half of the 328 Division I schools
have at least one team that could
face sanctions.

Programs can lose scholarships
for up to one year; no team can
lose more than 10 percent of what
it offers.

“This represents the implemen-
tation of the most far-reaching ac-
ademic reform in decades,”
NCAA President Myles Brand
said. “It holds schools account-
able for the performance of their
student-athletes.”

The new calculation generates
a score between 0 and 1,000; pen-
alties are assessed beginni
with teams that drop below 925.

The number is determined by a
points formula that rewards
long-term eligibility and reten-
tion of student-athletes. Pro-
grams can lose points when ath-
letes transfer, drop out, leave for
the pros or become academically
ineligible while still at the school.

Under the formula, athletes re-
ceive one point each semester for
staying academically eligible and
another point for staying in

school. For instance, a perfect
score for a 13-member basketball
team at a semester school would
be 52.

The total number of points a
team actually receives is divided
by the maximum possible total to
get a percentage, which is con-
verted to the 1000-point scale. No
team can lose more 10 per-
cent of what it offers.

Some teams below the cutline
will not be penalized because of a
statistical adjustment that will
help eliminate anomalies for
teams with fewer athletes. Others
can apply for a waiver.

&k We'd be remiss
if we didn’t
express at least
some concern
that there are
any number of
flaws in this
methodology. ¥

Joe Castiglione
Oklahoma athletic director

At Oklahoma, the baseball,
wrestling and men’s and women’s
indoor track teams scored lower
than the 92.5 percent mark.

“They’re going to get a lot of
waivers,” said Gerald Gurney,
Oklahoma’s associate athletic di-
rector for academic affairs. “Any
system that creates such a bureau-
cracy that you have huge num-
bers of waivers and very few peo-
ple understand, you have a prob-
lem.”

At Maryland-Baltimore Coun-
ty, the men’s indoor track team
scored an extremely low 600 — a
figure athletic director Charles
Brown had already told NCAA of-
ficials was wrong.

“To be considered well below
the cutline is very embarrassing
and it hurts our recruiting,”
Brown said. “It’s extremely upset-
ting that the NCAA released some-
thing when they know there are
some flaws. This is an honors in-
stitution.”

The three sports that could be
most affected are football, base-
ball and men’s basketball. The

NCAA estimates that 25 percent
of football programs, 23 percent
of baseball teams and 19 percent
of men’s basketball programs
could face scholarship losses.

Football, baseball and men’s
basketball were the only sports
with  averages below  the
925-point cutline. Baseball teams
averaged 922, while football and
men’s basketball were at 923.

The most prominent programs
that appeared in trouble were the
men’s basketball teams at Fresno
State and Baylor. Fresno State re-
ceived a 611, while Baylor scored
647 — a figure affected by the
transfer of several players after
the 2003 shooting death of Patrick
Dennehy. Only one of those play-
ers remains on the team.

“If it were necessary to consid-
er awaiver, we would do so,” Bay-
lor athletic director Ian McCaw
said. “Hopefully at this point, our
program is in good academic con-
dition, and it won't become an
issue for us.”

McCaw also said he wouldn’t
contest the numbers that were
mailed to schools last week.

NCAA issues report card to sports teams

According to the NCAA's new measurement of student-athletes
known as the Academic Progress Rate (APR), 7.2 percent of the
5,720 Division | men’s and women'’s sports teams could fall below
the 925-point cutline — equivalent to a 50 percent graduation rate.

Average APR for sports
with more than 200 teams
not requiring changes
Men's sports

[ Football
[ Men’s basketball
[_]Baseball

Percentage of teams with

961 Golf
© an APR below 925
955 Tennis __
28] Football S
928 {Basketball =
922 ‘Baseball
Women's sports Average APR comparison
970 Golf Public (Private)
970 Soccer do13 I (949)
967 Tennis 912 (945)
965 Volleyball 910 (948)
964  Softball 925 cutline
956 Basketball
925 icutline
Source: NCAA AP

Some numbers appeared inac-
curate to university leaders, and
there appeared to be more prob-
lems with the track calculations.

Houston’s women’s cross coun-
try team and the men’s indoor
track teams at Eastern Michigan
and Seton Hall all scored zero.

NCAA officials acknowledged
during the conference call that er-
rors might have occurred or
there might be just one athlete on
those teams.

Schools can submit amended
forms in March, with results ex-
pected to be released in April.

Monday’s report only indicates
how schools are doing, based on
data collected from the 2003-04
academic year. No penalties will

be enforced until data from the
2004-05 school year is included.

Schools are expected to be noti-
fied in December of the final re-
sults, and programs must take the
penalties as early as possible.

Some schools could opt to take
their punishment in the fall if
they expect penalties.

Stronger sanctions, such as
postseason bans for consistently
poor long-term academic perfor-
mance, are expected to be en-
forced by the fall of 2008.

“In the case of the 7.2 percent
of schools affected, they have not
achieved the level of achievement
they need to,” Brand said. “They
should take this as a serious warn-
ing”

Associated Press writer Jeff Latzke in
Oklahoma contributed to this report.

New rules could put student back in ‘student-athlete’

yles Brand already

held credentials as a

reformer when he

was named to head
the NCAA a little over two years
ago. This was a guy, after all, who
had the guts as president of Indi-
ana University to give the boot to
Bob Knight.

That move didn’t exactly en-
dear Brand to the home folks,
some of whom joined angry stu-
dents to hang Brand in effigy out-
side his home. Police eventually
had to come to take Brand and his
wife away to a safer location until
calmer heads prevailed.

Brand’s latest assault on the
spoiled culture of college sports
isn’t likely to move people to pro-
test in the streets. But you can be
sure it has coaches across the
country muttering under their
breath.

On Monday, Brand and the
NCAA nudged America’s colleges
and universities a step closer to-
ward putting the student back in
student-athlete by introducing a
plan that will hit coaches where it
hurts most if they can’t get their

Tim Dahlperg athictes — to
TS graduate.

At first
glance, it's a
maze of formu-
las, numbers,

arcane phras-

3 nyms that look
- as if they were
drawn up in
some mad pro-

fessor’s  lab.

Only people
who live in the world of academia
can put out with a straight face a
plan that is sprinkled liberally
with APRs, GSRs, and phrases
like “contemporaneous penal-
ties.”

deeper, though, and for
the first time there are serious
performance standards being put
into place that will hit coaches
where it most hurts should they
fail to live up to them.

Put simply, it's this: Fail to grad-
uate an average of 50 percent of
your players and you'll lose schol-
arships. Keep it up, and you could
find your team banned from post-

season play, something the NCAA
does now only if the coach is
caught on videotape shoving hun-
dred-dollar bills into a recruit’s
pocket.

At the core of the NCAA’s new
formula is the number 925, a fig-
ure that interested coaches be-
fore only if it happened to be the
SAT of a prized recruit. Now it’s a
number coaches must meet, or
risk losing up to 10 percent of
their scholarships beginning next

year.

Just how the number is arrived
at is no big secret. A semester or
two of calculus and anyone ought
to be able to figure it out.

Actually, it's a relatively simple
formula that subtracts points if a
player is academically ineligible
or leaves school the previous se-
mester. If a school scores 925,
half of its athletes are expected to
graduate, while a 1,000 mark is a
perfect score.

The first figures released Mon-
day show some schools have
some work to do to avoid penal-
ties. Of the 5,270 teams at Divi-

sion I schools, 410 fall below the
magical 925 mark, and half the
328 schools have at least one
team in peril.

The rowing, lacrosse and gym-
nastics teams don’t have much to
worry about, but there’s trouble
brewing in more visible sports.

The NCAA estimates that 25
percent of football programs, 23
percent of baseball teams and 19
percent of men’s basketball pro-
grams could lose scholarships.

Among the teams currently
ranked in The Associated Press
top 25 basketball poll, four (Ken-
tucky, Louisville, Washington and
Connecticut) will lose scholar-
ships if they don’t improve off the
court, while six others (Kansas,
Oklahoma State, Utah, Charlotte,
Pittsburgh and Nevada) are on
the borderline.

Not surprisingly, it didn’t take
schools long to howl about their
first report cards.

There wasn't a lot to say,
though, at Fresno State, where
men’s basketball scored 611, or at
UNLV, where men’s basketball,

football and baseball all scored in
the 800s.

The NCAA acknowledges there
may have been a few mistakes
made in preparing the grades,
and will listen to appeals. But for
once, the penalties are real and
they are coming soon — as early
as this fall for schools wanting to
take their lumps early.

“For the first time, the NCAA is
holding teams and institutions ac-
countable,” Brand said.

Brand can’t be given all the
credit for the new reforms; there
have been efforts since Prop 16 el-
igibility guidelines came out in
the 1990s to actually have ath-
letes in school who will study. But
the balance of power in the NCAA
has clearly shifted to the academ-
ic side, and that influence is likely
to grow with a former university
president at the reigns.

The formula may seem com-
plex, but the message to coaches
is clear: Keep your players in
class, or you likely won’t be keep-
ing your job much longer.

Tim Dahlberg is a national sports colum-
nist for The Associated Press. Write to
him at: tdahlberg@ap.org
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Chaney won’t coach Temple in A-10 tournament

Hall of Famer extends self-imposed ban stemming from injury to St. Joe’s player

BY DAN GELSTON
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA —  John
Chaney extended his suspension
by banning himself from the Tem-
ple sidelines for the Atlantic 10
tournament.

The Hall of Famer continued a
week of apologies and punish-
ments Monday when he an-
nounced he won’t return after the
school’s three-game suspension
ends with the close of the regular
season.

“I believe the fair thing is for
me not to coach during the Atlan-
tic 10 championship tournament
in Cincinnati,” the 73-year-old
Chaney said in a statement.

Chaney first suspended himself
for one game and then had the
school extend it to three games
over his ordering rough play from
one of his players in a recent
game that resulted in an injury to
semor John Bryant of Saint Jo-

If lhe Owls reach the A-10
championship game, there’s a
chance they could play the
Hawks again.

“Now, when we go to our cham-
pionship, it will be one less dis-
traction,” Atlantic 10 Commis-
sioner Linda Bruno said Monday.

Maybe, but Chaney vs. the
Hawks seems far from over. Saint

Joseph'’s offi-
cials have re-
fused to com-
ment, only of-

Phil Mar-
telli, the
quick-quipped Hawks coach, has
refused to comment and declined
to participate in Monday’s A-10
coaches’ the

Chaney

“Last week, my words and ac-
tions were wrong, wrong, wrong,”
he said.

“I never intended — nor did
any of my players intend — for
anyone to be injured, regardless
of what may have been said emo-
tionally before, during and after
the game,” Chaney said. “But the
unfortunate fact is that John Bry-
ant was injured. I have taken full
responsibility for my words and
actions, and have apologized
from my heart.”

Bruno said there were no plans
to take action against Ingram,

same one on which Lhaney last
week threatened to take action if
the Hawks continued setting
what he thought were illegal

screens.

Chaney followed through on his
threat, using Nehemiah Ingram
to “send a message.” Ingram
fouled out in four minutes, includ-
ing the hit on Bryant that left the
senior sprawled on the court for
several minutes. An MRI later re-
vealed he had a broken arm that
ended his season and college ca-
reer.

Chaney had apologized to Bry-
ant and his family and offered to
pay his medical bills. Lhaney on
Monday apologized again in a
statement to Bryant, both schools
and the conference.

after Saturday’s
gdme.

Chaney is still coaching the
Owls at practice, though he won’t
attend any games. Assistant Dan
Leibovitz is coaching the team.

The Owls (14-11, 10-6) clinched
atie for second plaoe in the Atlan-
tic 10 East Division. A Temple
win or a Fordham loss will earn
the Owls a first-round bye in the
conference tournament.

A Temple spokesman did not
know if Chaney would be allowed
to coach in the postseason. The
Owls could earn an automatic bid
to the NCAA tournament by win-
ning the A-10 title. Even if the
Owls lost their last three games,
they would finish with a .500
record and be eligible for the NIT.

Bruno said it would be up to

AP

Temple assistant Dan Leibovitz, above, who is coaching the Owls during
John Chaney’s absence, guided the team to a 61-48 win over Massachu-

setts on Saturday. Chaney

Chaney or Temple to decide if the
coach should continue in the post-
season.

Chaney avoids another distrac-
tion in returning to Cincinnati for
the conference tournament. Last

still coaching the Owl

practice.

month, Chaney scolded the peo-
ple of Ohio, the state that helped
President Bush win re-election
with 20 electoral votes, saying,
“It's not the people 1 hate, it's
what they did that I hate.”
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Sooners put Longhorns on the hot seat

NCAA bid no longer a sure thing for Texas

Texas' Jason Klotz is impeded by Oklahoma's Kevin Bookout, left, and

Johnnie Gilbert di

g the Sooners’ 74-58 victory in Austin on Monday.

Texas (19-9) is 8-7 in the Big 12 and 1-4 against ranked teams.

The Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — With a rug-
ged win over a tough rival, No. 20
‘Oklahoma earned an extra day of
rest in the post-

Men's season.
For the
Top 25  IPNkiEEE

roundup

horns, the Soon-
ers’ 74-58 victo-
ry Monday night means more
worrying about where their post-
season will take them.

Lawrence McKenzie scored 16
points as the Sooners muscled
past the Longhorns for their fifth
straight win in a game that fea-
tured the physical play typical of
one of the Big 12’s most intense ri-
valries.

“This is our best road win for
sure,” Oklahoma coach Kelvin
Sampson  said. “McKenzie’s
saved us a lot of nights.”

Oklahoma (22-6, 11-4) clinched
abye in the first round of the Big
12 tournament and stayed within
a game of conference leader Kan-
sas. David Godbold added 14
points for the Sooners.

“I feel good about this team
right now,” Oklahoma center
Johnnie Gilbert said. “We're just
playing on a high right now.”

Texas (19-9, 8-7) badly needed
a win to solidify an at-large bid to
the NCAA tournament.

The Longhorns can finish no
worse than .500 in league play,
but are just 5-6 over the past five

weeks since losing P.J. Tucker,
their best player, for the season
because of academic problems.
Texas is 1-4 against ranked op-
ponents and ends the regular sea-
son on the road against the team
they beat, No. 8 Oklahoma State.
That was Tucker’s last game.
“It’s disappointing,” coach Rick
Barnes said. “I think we all know
we're at the point in time we need
eight guys to show up to play. We
had half the guys do that.”
Sampson knows how tenuous
the NCAA tournament situation is
for Texas. Like the Sooners last
year, Texas has had injuries de-
plete its lineup.
“We were 8-8 last year and we
didn’t get in,” Sampson said.
Then, he all but lobbied for his
rival as he left the postgame inter-

ews.

“I hope they go. They deserve
to g0,” he said. “They’ve just had
bad luck.”

Oklahoma beat Texas with
power on the boards and speed in
transition. The Sooners dominated
the rebounding 39-29 and scored
23 points off 15 Texas turnovers.

I don’t think there’s any ques-
tion they're a more athletic
team,” Barnes said. “It got into a
jumping contest at times and they
‘got more possessions.”

Defensively, the Sooners locked
down Longhorns guard Daniel
Gibson for most of the game, deny-
ing him drives to the basket and

neutralizing him as a three-point
shooter until late in the game.

Gibson, one of top freshmen in
the country, led Texas with 16
points, but his five turnovers
matched his assists and he was
just 4-0f-14 shooting.

Oklahoma eslablnhed control
midway through the first half
with a 13-0 run and led 39-29 at

e.

Another Sooners run to open
the second half sent the Long-
horns scrambling to catch up the
rest of the game.

No. 12 Gonzaga 87, N. Colo-
rado 60: At Spokane, Wash.,
Ronny Turiaf scored 22 points
and Gonzaga wrapped up its regu-
lar season with its 10th consecu-
tive victory.

Gonzaga (23-4) went 13-0 in the
new McCarthey Athletic Center
this season, and has a 25-game
home winning streak, sec-
ond-longest in the nation to Okla-
homa State’s 28.

Turiaf, playing his final home
game, added eight rebounds for
Gonzaga, which is 37-0 at home
when ranked.

The Bulldogs, who won the
West Coast Conference, next play
in the semifinals of the league tour-
nament on Sunday at Santa Clara.

Kirk Archibeque had 17 points
for Northern Colorado (8-20), a
Division I independent, which
shot 33 percent, including
2-for-20 from three-point range.

Air Force handles San Diego St.

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Antoine Hood scored 17 of his
20 points in the second half and Jacob Burtschi
added 15 points to lead Air Force to a 77-57 victo-
ry over San Diego State on Monday night.

Air Force (17-11, 8-5 Mountain West) hit 13
three-pointers, including three straight in a key
second-half stretch. The Falcons attempted 29
three-pointers and finished with more than 10
converted threes for the 12th time this season.

Air Force struggled from the field in the first
half, but shot 63 percent in the second half. The
Aztecs, who led 33-30 at halftime, shot just 27.3
percent (6-for-22) in the final 20 minutes.

Hood was 8-for-12 from the floor, including two

three-pointers, and six Falcons made three-point
shots. Nick Welch finished with 13 points and
Tim Keller had 12 to move into 12th place on Air
Force’s career scoring list with 1,092 points.
Keller also played in his 113th game to become
the Falcons’ career leader.

Matt Thomas had a career-high 20 points for
San Diego State (10-16, 4-9), which lost its fifth

straight game.

Air Force made three straight three-pointers to
take a 55-47 lead with 8:24 remaining in the
game. The Aztecs did not get closer than eight
points for the rest of the game.

Air Force hosts Wyoming on Saturday in its reg-
ular-season finale.

Air Force’s Nick Welch had 13 points
on 5-of-10 shooting on Monday night.

Puzzling ACC should test selection committee

BY WENDELL BARNHOUSE
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

On March 13, the 65-team
NCAA Tournament bracket will
be unveiled.

While teams in contention for
automatic and at-large bids are
sweating, the members of the se-
lection committee are also per-
spiring.

Other than undefeated Illinois,
the No. 1 seeds have yet to be de-
cided. North Carolina is in good
shape of earning a top seed and
Wake Forest is also in the run-
ning.

Those two teams are from a con-
ference — the Atlantic Coast —

One season after playing in the
NCAA championship game, Jarrett
Jack and Georgia Tech might not
make the field of 65 this year.

which could be particularly per-
plexing for the committee. North
Carolina, Wake Forest and Duke
will be in the field. But the ACC,
which has been considered the n:
tion’s top conference, is a jum-
bled mess under those three.
Maryland, which lost at home
to North Carolina on Sunday, has
swept Duke this season. But the
Terps have been swept by Clem-
son and North Carolina State.
Georgia Tech, the national run-
ner-up last season, has alternated
wins and losses in its past nine
games and is 5-7 in its past 12.
North Carolina State, which
has had losmg streaks of four and
three games, is 16-11 overall, and

at 6-8 has a chance to finish at
.500 in the ACC.

“The situation like the ACC is
one of several things that the com-
mittee will wrestle with during se-
lection weekend,” said Iowa ath-
letic director Bob Bowlsby, chair
of the selection committee. “I
think all of us are looking at (the
ACC) and saying ‘Gee, I hope that
clears up a little bit before we
have to deal with it If it doesn’t,
it’s a situation that will require a
lot of time on the part of the com-
mittee in order to get it right.”

The committee also might have
trouble separating teams in Con-
ference USA. After Louisville and
Charlotte, Cincinnati, DePaul,
Houston_and Memphis are all
fighting for at-large i

Blockage: BC
defeated for
second time
in 3 games

BLOCKAGE, FROM BACK PAGE

“They came in here, and it
was men against boys,” said
BC’s Craig Smith who scored
22 points but was the only BC
player in double figures.

The Eagles won their first
20 games and attained their
highest ranking ever — No. 3
— before losing two of their
past three games.

Another sellout crowd came
to say goodbye to the senior
class, and Heisman Trophy
winner Doug Flutie jammed
with the band, playing the
drums on “Johnny B. Goode.”

But even with a chance to
clinch the conference title, BC

Pittsburgh
scored the next 11 points, get-
ting _consecutive putbacks
from DeGroat to make it 45-32.

With 5:47 left and BC trail-
ing 59-45, Smith airballed one
free throw and then meekly
rolled his second off the back
of the rim.

And that convinced the
Conte Forum crowd to head
home try to beat the oncoming
blizzard.
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Blockage in the Big East

Pittsburgh’s Levon Kendall (14) refuses to let Boston College’s Nate Doornekamp (13) control a rebound during the Panthers’ 72-50 victory on
Monday night. The Panthers outrebounded the Eagles 49-27 and outshot them 48 percent to 31 percent in their sixth consecutive win over BC.

Pitt prevents BC from Wlnnmg conference title

BY JIMMY GOLEN
The Associated Press

BOSTON — It’s hard to tell which was the
biggest problem for Boston College: Bad shoot-
ing, bad rebounding or bad karma.

No. 5 BC blew a chance to clinch the top
seed in its final Big East tournament when it
got trounced by No. 24 Pittsburgh 72-50 on
Monday night. The result was all too familiar
for the Eagles, who have been pariahs in the
league since deciding to leave for the Atlantic
Coast Conference: Their football team also
squandered a Big East title when it got blown
out in its last conference home game.

“This game was extremely important to
[Pittsburgh]. But it was important to us, too,”
BC coach Al Skinner said. “We had something
to gain here. The motivation for them was
fine, but that’s no reason we shuuld have al-
lowed something like this to occur.”

BC (23-3, 12-3 Big East) will still win the
conference outright or share it if with a victo-
ry over Rutgers on Saturday. No. 15 Connecti-
cut, which is a half-game behind BC, plays
Georgetown on Wednesday and No. 13 Syra-
cuse on Saturday.

Pittsburgh (19-7, 9-6) had been ranked as
high as 10th in the AP poll this year, but three

Pittsburgh’s Antonio Graves (22) had 13
points and five rebounds on Monday. The
Panthers are in fifth place, the last spot for a
fi

t: d bye in the Big East

straight losses — the past two at home — had
knocked it from 17th to 24th. That changed
Pitt from a team worried about its NCAA seed-
ing to one in danger of missing the tourna-

ment completely.

The Panthers hold the fifth and last spot for
a first-round bye. They will finish the regular
season at Notre Dame on Saturday.

“This is the real Pittsburgh team right here.
That's really how we play,” guard Carl Kraus-
er said. “Everyone knows the Pittsburgh team
is tough.”

John DeGroat had eight points and six re-
bounds in 10 second-half minutes to help Pitt
beat BC for the sixth straight time — includ-
ing three in the conference tournament.

“They've got our number,” BC forward
Jared Dudley said. “Pittsburgh’s done it to us
the last couple of years. They like playing
against us.

The loss had a similar feel to the BC football
finale, when the Eagles lost to Syracuse 47-17
to fall from the lucrative Fiesta Bowl to the
Continental Tire Bowl. Like that one, this
wasn’t even close.

Antonio Graves had 13 points and five re-
bounds; Chris Taft had 12 and eight; Chevon
Troutman had 11 and seven, and Krauser had
10 and eight for Pitt. The Panthers outrebound-
ed the Eagles 49-27 — 27-10 in the second half
— and outshot them 48 percent to 31 percent.

SEE BLOCKAGE ON PAGE 31
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